Villanova University :
Core Seminar in the Humanities IL, 1650 to the Present
- Spring Semester, 2005 '

- Prof. Alexander Varias

Paper Topic #2
- - Length: 5-7 pages.
Due: February 28

‘Most philosophes believed that technology was central to any vision of progress. Their
views were contradicted by Rousseau and Burke who both seemed to believe in traditional forces
- -and were at heart among the first romantics. o o
~ Keeping such thoughts in mind, write an essay with your views of the new technological
. innovations that have been available to you as a student. Do you think they further your
educational progress? Do you feel liberated or confined by the new technology of the computer
age? Does the computer free our time for good ends or does it only serve to waste time in other
- ways? How do'you think Condorcet or Voltaire would have felt about the promise of technology -
in 20017 Would Rousseau or Burke or the romantic poets have been more critical? ' :







Assignment #3 — A Day in the Life

One of the most important elements in Joyce’s 4 Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man is
its sense of place. Stephen is not simply any young man growing up, he is a young man
growing up in Ireland at the turn of the century. He is a product of his environment,
which means family, religion, languiage, culture, but also very specifically place. The
physical movement of Stephen’s life from school to home, from home to home, from
Dublix to the Continent, drives the pattern of his growth and maturity.

In Joyce’s most influential work, Ulysses, published in 1922, he follows Stephen (and an
additional protagonist, Leopold Bloom) over the course of one day as they move about
Dublin, and Joyce’s writing is adamant in its geographical accuracy. Itis almost -
impossible to read Joyce without a map in hand. B

Your-assignment: Describe a day in your life, moving from concrete place to place,
showing' the.importance of location in your life; how where you are makes you who you
are. You may choose to focus on your life at Villanova, or you may prefer to elect a day
of another time and place. : | :

Points to consider:

» Will you selecta day of great impbrtance, ora day of everyday occurfence', and -
- '» What will be the time frame; distant past, recent past, present?
* As you move from place to place during the day, how does this physical
_ displacement affect your emotions, thoughts, reactions? -~ -
* Is your overall reaction to each place one of tolerance; acceptance, affection?
This-assignment has 2 'parts —~ one part is text, the othf_:f is a map. If you wish to write
" about a day at Villanova, you can use the attached map to plot your movements. If your
chosen day is spent elsewhere, you can either use a purchased map, or draw your own.

45 pages.

* Show, do not tell, how these places are important. In other words, “this is the school where I went to
kindergarten and learned to read” is telling, “T walked by Eltor: Road School and remembered taking the
bus there for the first time to Mrs. Oliver’s class” is showing. _
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- Museum Project

The Museum Project is due in my office (076 Saint Augustine Center) by 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, September 22nd. - ' o . _

Your first assignment is to visit the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology
and Anthropology, which is located at 3260 South Street in West Philadelphia between
32™ and 33" street. You are free to tour the museum alone at any time-you choose. You
are also welcome to join me on Sunday, September 14® to tour the museum. We will _
meet at.the entrance at 2 p.m. S : -

.- Then, using between three and four pages, pleaSe answer one of the following questions:

1. Imagine that one of your everyday possessions will be included in a museum
_display one day in the very distant future. Write an extensive description of the
~object using the museum’s written descriptions as models. Describe your
possession and its historical relevance in detail. - '

2.. Look at the main gift shop on the second floor and its extensive collection
Jincluding its postcard rack. Is the gift shop selling the museum or is the museum -
selling the gift shop? Perhaps neither is true, or perhaps both are true — what do
you think? What is the difference, in your mind, between a gift shop reproduction
and an authentic artifact? On that note, why do we value authenticity? Consider
comparing a gift store item with an item in the museum proper. :

- 3. Do museums exhibitions favor the Iives and obj ects of the Wéalt'hy?. Pick several
examples from the museum to back up your argument. o - :
4. Imagine that the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeolo-gy'and
Anthropology is a book about ancient civilizations, What story would the book * -
be telling? How would it tell it? What would the book’s main thesis be? -

5. What do the items in the Musoum of Archa‘eology and Anthropology tell us about -
the relationship between people, god(s) and technology? Choose a few specific -

‘examples in the museum to explore this theme.

6. How does the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and _.
Anthropology teach us about history? What pedago gical methods does it use?
How do museums present information differently from books or lectures? Are

- 'these any limitations to these methods? Please concentrate on specific examples.

ot
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: Franklin and the Enlightenm‘ent Assiggment — 2 pages

The ob_]ectwe of this ass1gnmcnt is to analyze the dutobiography of Benjamm Franklm in
terms of our discussions on the Enlightenment. Select one of the major themes of the
Enlightenment and analyze how the early life of Benjamin Franklin. reflécts this concept

. Were Franklin’s actions always consistent with this theme‘? Were there any
mcons1stenc1es in his thoughts and actions? =

See attached guidelines for expectat_ions. -

Tom  Moern
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Sample Writing Assignments

1. Genesis: We have considered the text from the point of view of individual growth
and development. Either: Explain why Joseph is a more mature person than '
Adam. Or: Explain how the story of Jacob wrestling with the mysterious man at
Peniel is an archetypal metaphor for some of the struggles which adolescents are
challenged by. ' o

2. Here is one that the students have found interesting in the modern course. Silas

Marner: Imagine that you are a citizen of Raveloe. You are a parent whose -
children have reached adulthood and are happy, productive members of the
community. Marner writes to you asking advice about how to rear Eppie. You

~ respond to him by letter. What would you tell him? SR .

LB Mhkowsk(




Wright 1

Some ,-Representative Core Humanities Writing Assignments (Dr. Paul Wright, 9/03)
N.B.: These assignments, drawn from the both the “Ancient” and “Modern” sections of my Core
' seminars, range from essay assignments to potential final exam questions.

Essav Assignments for the Ancient, Medieval, & Renaissance Thonght Seminar -

1) In chapter 15 of The Prince, Machiavelli writes, “Many writers have imagined republics and
principalities which have never been seen or known to exist in the real world,” Although he
never names a specific writer, it is generally assumed that he is referring to authors such as Plato -
and his Republic; this seems especially likely when Machiavelli makes a distinction between
“the way people live and the way they ought to live.” Drawing on Machiavelli’s writings and
Plato’s Republic, evaluate both authors’ claims to realism. Are there any utopian elements in
Machiavelli’s thought? Are there practical elements in Plato? Does Machiavelli ever make use
of Platonic principles in his writings? Does Plato allow any room for Machiavellian politics?

"2) It is an all-too common and perhaps all-too convenient criticism of Augustine to say that he is
misogynist. While it seems obviously inappropriate to call him a feminist, particularly in the
terms of modernity, book one of The City of God exposes and gives voice to the sexual
brutalization of women in both war and peace. What is Augustine’s understanding here of
sexuality, violation, and integrity (both bodily and spiritual)? Why does he connect his discourse

- onrape to his critique of Roman virtues? Does this connection force us to re-evaluate our own

assumptions about honor, chastity, and politics (sexual and otherwise)? o

3) One might consider Venice itself to bé a character in Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.
What exactly do we leamn about Venice the city in Shakespeare’s play? What is the ‘cultural,
political, and economic structure of the city within the world of the play? How does .
Shakespeare’s Venice differ from the real Venice of the 16™ century? Is Shakespeare’s Venice -
accurate? Does it need to be? Why or why not? L '

4}-In the fourteenth century, the ftalian Giovanni Boccaccio wrote a treatise On Famous Women.
In it he suggests: : ' S ' E S ‘

““The ladies of sacred history, following the way and the directions of their holy Teacher -
[Jesus], often discipline themselves to tolerate adversity almost beyond human consideration.
Pagan women, by contrast, attain {glory}—and with what a strength of spirit—either by a
certain gift or instinct of nature; or better, because they are spurred on by a desire for the
fleeting splendor of the world; and sometimes, battered by fortune, they confront the heaviest
of trials. The first kind of women ... is described ... in the works of pious men ... . The
merits of the second kind ... I have undertaken to describe, as if to give them a just reward.”
[cited and translated by Catherine Jordan in Renaissance Feminism (Comell UP, 1990);

In addressing The Book of Margery Kempe, how would you characterize Margery’s pursuit of -
attention and recognition? Does she deserve “a just reward” as a figure of Christian piety?
Whick of Boccaceio’s two types of women does Margery best exemplify? Is she motivated
more by spirituality or by glory, or does she somehow manage to bridge Boccaccio’s two models

of fernininity? '

-1
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Wright 2

Essay Assienments for the Modern Thought Seminar - |

1). You are a Freudian psychoanalyst so steeped in Freud’s concepts that you could have ghost-

-written Civilization and Its Discontents. One day, Kurtz steps out of the pages of Contad’s
Heart of Darkness and into your office, having somehow cheated death in Africa. He wants to
return to his fiancée and the normalcy of “civilization.” Can you help him and how?

2) In reading Candide together, we saw the ways in which Voltaire made European society and
its relationship to human suffering an object of the most withering critique. Based on what you
gathered from your reading about Voltaire’s views on politics, social order, and civility, what do
you think he would target if he were a satirist living today? What institutions, practices, or
people would Voltaire set his sights on and why? Try to focus on a select few examples. Some
examples might include, but are not limited to: consumerism, advertising, Starbucks, New Age
religions, smart weapons & stealth bombers, elections, scandal-mongering, Third World poverty,
Jerry Springer, infotainment, sports, racism, elitism, higher education, political correctness, etc.-
Put differently, what are the hypocrisies and self-delusions of eur own era? Or do we now truly
live in the “best of all possible worlds,” given that our standard of living is claimed to be
unsurpassed in human history? Do you find yourself responding to it all like Candide, Pangloss,
- Martin, the old woman, or Paquette (to name but a few)? Would Voltaire be right in satirizing
our era? Or is his critique ultimately more destructive than productive? Is the answer simiply to
work and tend our own gardens, as Candide would bave it? Is that an abdicafion or an
acceptance of responsibility? Is Voltaire just a bitter crackpot when all is said and done? To
make the paper work, it will ultimately need a thesis that advances a reading of Voltaire as social
satirist. Try putting Candide into a conversation with the present and see what shakes out.

3} Your Crimes of War guide makes mention throughout of IHL (International Humanitarian _
Lawy); see esp. pp. 386-88: This historic body of legislation includes treaties, accords, protocols, |
and conventions from the last 150 years or so. Itis a collection of standards and legal devices

that are not always-consistent with one another; moreover, while these Jaws build on pre-modern - -

sources, they for the most part assume rathér than make explicit that earlier tradition. "In othet
words, we are stil] at the point of having multiple reference points as opposed-to havirg oné: -
binding international law. What would JHL look like if it were one document written by a -
‘Committee consisting of Voltaire, Hobbes, Augustine, and Plato? What would be in bounds and
out of bounds in terms of jus ad bello and jus in bello? What bone(s) of contention would
remain as the committee drafted the document? On what could they all agree? What
compromises would have to be'made to generate the document? This essay will be something in -
- the vein of informed speculation; you are encouraged to approach the task creatively. You might
write the fictional document produced by the committee; perhaps you could write a dialo gue that
serves as a franscript of the deliberations; you might even write a journalistic account of why the
committee failed to draft anything at all. There are countless approaches to the assignment; be

inventive.

4) Examine one or more of the articles I’ve provided as supplemental reading [Engels’s piece on
the family, Elias’s article about the state monopoly on violence in the Weimar Republic, _
Goldhagen’s Hitler’s Willing Executioners, etc.]. Using these resources and Hannah Arendt’s
Eichmann in Jerusalem as inspirations, characterize the moral universe of Eichmann’s Third

a
)



Wright 3

Reich. How is violence administered, conducted, and evaluated in Eichmann’s bureaucratic
world? Is violence individual, cultural, political, or something else entirely? Is Eichmann’s evil
truly “banal” as Arendt suggests? What distinguishes Eichmann from any other bureaucrat?
What are the strengths and limitations of Arendt’s argument and of the secondaty materials?
Although you’ll be looking at some secondary sources this time around, remember that your
primary task is to develop an original thesis of your own and argue it critically,

Final Exam Questions

. 1) Looking at the more obviou_siy literary texts in our cou:sc- (Candide, Heart ofbarkness, Maus,
& Wind-up Bird Chronicle), what makes literature distinctive or unique in comparison with other
sorts of disciplines we’ve dabbled in this semester? Does literature tell a kind of truth and does it

tell that truth in the same way? How do the other disciplines “speak” truth? Which discipline

strikes you as most compelling or useful?

2) Painful history is the common thread of all our texts this term, whether or not they were
 fictional per-se. The original, ro6t meaning of “fiction” and “poetry” had little to do with
factuality and more to do with the concept of “invention” and “making” (hence the Latin “fictio”
and the Greek “poesis™). Is understanding and telling the past a way of mitigating it? Are facts

and data the only way to be truthful? From which text did you learn the most about the past this

term? Which did you feel was a dead—end to your understanding? =



CHS-1000 — oMz oM
Catt 2003

Essay 2: The Medea

Duie¢ Date: Thars., Sept. 25th
Length: 5} pp. ,

Please choose ONE of the following fopiGS'

1. Comparlson Using Medea and Ruth as examples consider the portrayal of .
women and the concept of faithfulness. In what ways are both Medea and Ruth -
. faithful to another? How is their reward for that faithfulness different? How does -
. this difference affect their actions? Examme differences of character and - - '

) presentauon

2. Analysis: G1_ven the context of the drama contests in D10ny31an festlvals and the
~ significance of following Dionysius as a mystery religion, analyze the motif of

~ regenerative forces versus destructive forees within the Medea. ' Think about her- 5
"' own past use of regeneration, het procreative gift within motherhood and how
o and why she turns to destruction. . - : -

3, Cause and Effect In Joseph, Ruth and Medea, we have waxched the interaction
 of outsiders with a tight-knit community. What influence does the. role of the - .
- Corinthian community have on Medea’s actions? How is the community a part of
the larger Hellenic community and thus in opposition to Medea’s own -
background? Why doesn’t Medea fit into the Hellenic mold, and what i lmpact
~ does this have on her circumstances and actlons’?

' Tbls paper should be written using the Writing Lab for the draﬁmg process. I wﬂl be
: colleetmg the final draft on the due date. Remember to use parenthetlcal c:1tat10n when

 using quotations or when otherw:se necessary.

.Remmder Complete the Academic Integnty 'I‘utorlal on the class Webpage by the end e

of next week S0 that we may- ftmher discuss cheaimg and- plag1ansm




Subject: Re: October 3rd Workshop Request
Date: Wed, 24 Sep 2003 08:51:11 -0400
From: "Timothy Horner" <timothy.horner@villanova.edu>
To: Mary Beth Simmons <marybeth.simmons@villanova.edu> -

Okay...

What is the nature of the relationship between God and Humans in Genesis 1-38?
This comes right away and it hits them like a rock, because they are all been
indoctrinated into thinking that God is an all knowing, long suffering, forgiving,
unconditional loving, softy. IN this part of Genesis they come face to face with a text

. that simply will not allow them to down that path. (Ihelp). It is an excersize that
forces them to confront the TEXT and make decisions about which is more important, what

you hear or what you read. It also allows them to ask questions and not fear doubt and.
ambiguity. It seems simple, but it is not! ' S

Next: Compare and Contrast Paul’s ideas in Galatians and Romans.

- This is a comparative paper that pushes to them to 1ok for change and development ina |

single writer that they have been told does not change. Again, this is about getting very
close to the text (a big thing with me) and trying to bring some kind of form out of chaos.

- without dismissing the chaos inherent in all good writing, It forces them to get down to
the essentials of Paul's argument, Iam trying to teach them to be sceptical without

being cynical. Big Plan for the Clever Dan. .

Here is the final essay: Finding God, Seeing Truth. (5-7 pages) This is a more general
essay and should be a cumulative work on the readings you have done thus far. You should

+ begin by looking at your first assignment about Truth and God and then discuss what has
changed because of the readings. What frotn this course stands out as particularly-

helpful, threatening, comforting, disturbing. You can focus on one text or one aspect.
that is reflected in several texts. This should be your best work: -

In the modem class, when we did the Am Rev. I first asked them individually who they weie
sympathetic to, the Loyalists or the Rebels. The I assigned them the task for writinga - -

 persuasive paper from the side they disagreed with. This is to get them to look at things
differently and to look at life from both sides now. Moderate to poor outcome on this

one. Too much for many of them.

Lalso give them a choice in the modern section of writing on a poem (Hughes), or analyse
a piece of music (Jazz), or DuBois. Straightforward stuff but pretty interesting and

 varied (wow is that important for me when I am reading 45 of them!).

. That is about it except for e-journals which arc'weekly- e-mail that-they send to me on

their thoughts in the readings. These are in the style of an email (totally relaxed and
ungraded) but sometimes. you get some really interesting things coming through. Email is a

~ reality and I want to tap into that culture and interface intellectual thinking with

s email. Gee, maybe they will email their friends about something they read in cla_ss!‘? |

of 2

_ That 1s about all,

“
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Core Humanities: Modern Thought, Enlightenment to the Present
CHS 1001 {Sections 004 and 007)

Dr. Lutes

Fall 2003

, Paper #1 o | :
- Three typed pages, due at the beginning of class Monday, Sept. 8

- Write a three-page essay on ONE of the topics below. Refer to specific evidence from the
novel. If you quote directly from the text, be sure to follow the MLA format guidelines in
Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference. Good essays take interpretive risks; strive to go beyond the
obvious in your assertions. Do not summarize the plot of the novel, and do not rehash

. class discussion. o ' B

OPTION ONE. On the cover of our edition of Kindred, successful mystery novelist
Walter Mosley is quoted as saying, “In Kindred Octavia Butler creates a road for the
impossible, and a balm for the unbearable.” In one sense, it is easy to see how Butler

- creates a road for the impossible through time travel. But Walter Mosley is suggesting
something more complex about the novel's achievement. What do you think Mosley
means by this staternent? What is the novel’s “impossible” destination (othe than

- simply visiting the past), and what is its “balm for the unbearable”? Do you think
Butler's message can apply to impossible and unbearable aspects of our own lives in the
United States of 2003? Why or why not? Be 4s specific as you can.. o

‘OPTION TWO. We make assumptions all the time. Often we do not even know we are
making assumptions until we run into situations that challenge our ideas, forcing us to

- see that what we assumed to be true is not true at all, Through the fantastic device of

" time travel, the characters in Kindred are constantly thrown into situations that challenge
their assumptions. Choose one character and trace the path of his or her assumptions in
~ the novel. What do you think Butler is trying to tell us about how specific assumptions

- -work and what effects they have? Can yoti identify any roughly parallel ‘Situation in

your world today, in which your own dssumptions, or those of someone you khow,

have been exposed and called into question? Why or why not? To respond to this topic-

successfully, you should narrow your scope carefully and identify specific assumptions.

- Do not try to generalize too broadly. s ' - '

 FORMAT. All papers must be 'typed and double-spaced in 10- or 12-point font, with -

- page numbers in the upper fight-hand corner and one-inch margins. Staple the pages

together. Do not use a title page; instead, simply type your name, the name of the class,
my name, and the date in the upper left-hand corner of your first page. Don't forget to
title your essays. ' ' . . '
WRITING CENTER REQUIREMENT. You are required to consult the Writing Center
for at least one of your four graded papers, which are labeled in capital letters and
boldface type on your syllabus as Paper #1, Paper #2; and so on. To fulfill this
requirement, you must plan ahead and call the Writing Center, usually two weeks in
advance, to get an appointment, When you go for your appointment, bring a copy of



this assignment and a draft of your paper. I encourage all students — from the most
enthusiastic writers to the most reluctant ones— to take advantage of the individual
writing consultations with specially trained peer tutors in the Writing Center, located in

Dalton Room, Old Falvey 202. To make an appointment, call 5194604 or just walk in. -
Do not wait until the last minute; the center gets very busy! '

PORTFOLIO REMINDER. Please remember to keep all of the writing you do for this
course in a single folder, Date all assignments. When I return your papers with '
‘comments and/or grades, put them in your portfolio: You will have to submit your
portfolio, along with a final reflection paper, at the end of the semester.
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Reaction Paper 4

'CHS 1001

Dr. Busch

Spring 2003

~ Please choose one of the ,foIIowing topics:

1. Hi. You’re probably wondering how the computer disappeared from your desk, only
to be replaced by this note. Don’t you remember how Hobbes says you should lock your
doors? Anyway, I'm taking the modermns in Core this semester, just like you. I was very
interested to read in Hobbes and Locke that no one haturally has any more right to
anything than anybody else does. That got me to thinking: if my rights are naturally
equal, why can’t I just go around taking whatever I want? Your computer, for example!’

I'm a good sport, though. If you think you can prove to me that I made a mistake
somewhere, go for it. Use Locke — or Hobbes, if you want — to explain why you deserve
to get the computer back. Tape your response to the Oreo. It better be good, though, or -

- you'can kiss that laptop goodbye.

2. You wouldn’t believe it, but I've just received a phone call from the Senate-
Committee on Indian Affairs! It seems they’re in quite a bind. Yesterday all the tribes in
the country submitted a petition with just one little request: please hand overtothe
native Americans all the land on which their ancestors once lived. Ina panic, the SCIA
surfed the web to see who might help them riake their decision, and seeing our website -
they gave me a call. I said sure, I've got some students who are studying John Locke
right now, and they’d love to come to Washington and set you straight. What will you
say? ' Lo ' o ' ,




‘Reaction Paper 3 : _ September 13, 2002
CHS 1000 : ' _
Dr. Peter Busch

Your Name: -
Please answer ONE of the fol}oﬁn'ng two essay questions:

1. Two of the most important episodes in Abraham’s life are the dialogue with God over the fate
of Sodom and. Gomorrah (Gen. 18:17-33) and the binding of Isaac (Gen. 22:1-19). What does
each one teach about justice? How might the two lessons seem to conflict? Can they be
reconciled? - & pok : Ths RP hpic works beHer afier §-10 min wies of Ascussigm

- : _ Hﬂ"_hi‘ f\’:’jfﬁ Hf- r\:,m&rh!;l;d.‘é@_vc A the Cotmer Case anef gf‘éill_p_éeilfz(ld
. 2 Many of you have highlighted passages and themes in Deduteronomy that are surprising or.- . i e fatfe
even shocking to modern readers. Suppose Moses agreed to come to our class and answer our

questions. How might the conversation go?




Details on Essay 2
‘Dr. Peter Buschz
CHS 1000

' April 12, 2002

Essay Topic: -

- About 200 years have passed since the death of the prophet Mohammed; the Christians would say that it
'~ is 850 A.D. You are a well-educated Muslim living near Baghdad. While digging in your garden last
- spring, you happened to find a box containing several very old scrolls written in ancient Greek. You
‘'had some difficulty locating someone to help translate them into Arabic, but when you did, you were
amazed to learn what you had discovered: a lost manuscript of The Laws, written by the philesopher
Plato more than 1200 years ago! - - : L -

“You began to study the book very carefully and found yourself asking these qu'estioils. A) How'does the
Athenian Stranger try to understand the laws that are believed to have come from a god, and what
- conclusions does he reach? B) If you were to accept his approach, how would you understand the laws
contained in the Koran, and what would this mean for your way of life as a Muslim? L
E The*Assigﬂment: -

- Write a 5-page paper that addresses these questions. You are free to write the paper in any form you'
- choose (standard essay, journal entry, letters, etc.) provided you make careful reference to the Laws and

1o Surah I-1 of the Koran. . ' _ o o SR '

a Preliminary paper: Work on answering A). Focus on L_czw.s'. 6300'—63113.

b. Rough draft: 5 pages, dﬁe 4/22/02 -
- c. Final draft: 5 pages, due 5/1/02 (last day of class) *

Grading: As was the case with Essay 1, the prelﬁninary paper is ungiaded; the rough draft, WOrtﬁ-_ 173 of |
your total grade; the final draft, 2/3. ' TR o ‘ o

" Further notes:
As you write this paper, you may of course find yourself thinking about Avicenna and Al Ghazali, -

~ - Note, however, that when the box appears in your garden, neither one of these thinkers has yet been
born, o o ' R : P
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CHS 1000, Fall 2003
Villanova University
Dr. M.A. Schofield
Paper One — Topics

War in the Old and New Testament

' .Assrgned readings: Genesrs‘t -11; Joshua1 10 isarah 21 15 Isarah 13
Matthew 5; and Luke 6: 20-36. , . .

- - -Additional readings:: Genesrs 14 Levrtrcus% Numbers 21, 21; Deuterenemy2
v 7,and 20; 1 Samuel 14-15; 2 Samuel 22; Job 39; Psalms 35 44 45, 46;. R
~. .-Ecclesiastes 3; Isaiah 9, 10, 40, 42; Nahum 3, Matthew 24,26, 39; Luke 22

' Romans 8, 13; 2 Cormth}ans 10; James 4 Hebrews 11 and: Revelat:one 12, 13
19 20 S .

1 How many wars are there in Genesrs? Why? Gntrcally examme the
_drﬁerences . . -

. 2. Be one of the players in ohe-of the Genesrs wars and wnte about your
expenencee : _ . -

L '.3 The. story of Adam and Eveas wetl as that of Cain and Abel are the mﬂtenal of
- legend. and myth. Crrtrcally react to this statement Or rete[r the story fn your ;

= letters.

I

- X Why do the walls of Jeruzho_fall? What'part does God play in the battle'?
5. Cntlcally examrne God s covenants and God's warfare |

8. Beoneof Jeshua 8 new warrrors (Remember those who drsobeyed God had S
. perlshed in the'forty years desert exlle ) - :

7 Whose side is God on in the Old Testament wars? For example why can Ged :
deliver the kmg of Al into Joshua’ s power? -

3 Joshua conquered the-entire country and left no survrvors just as God had
' commanded him? Why? .



oveldd Lo/

9, (lsaiah 13) Who are*tte warriors-of the Lord‘? Wnte letters asif you be!ongto

that group.

10. Bea citize_n of Babylon-and déscribe—the deétrur::tion and war.

11..Describe the. new.kind of warfare outt’med-m the New Testament? {e g

- Matthew 5),

SR ¥4 D:scuss the passwe resnstance descnbed in Mathew 5 38-42

. 13 How i is tove retated to war?

L 14 .Dr_scuss.t_he dlrectwe_. “Love your enemies.” (Luke 6: 27),

My




First'Majér Paper for Core Humanities CHC 1000

Dr. Nancy Kelley _

You are at Agzithon’s banquet. It is your turn to'speak on the meaning of love,
Knowing that Socrates is actively listening to what you say, write a four to five page

- _paper defining your idea of this human state.

You can be as creative as you like. For example:

| Wl_lo‘are you? Are you an invited or uninvited guiest?

Who has spoken before you, and who is left to speak? _ -
What literary device might you-use to lighten the: atmosphere at this

- banquet (think about Aristophanes’ hiccups)?

You must be as sp‘eéific as possible. For example;

Make at least two detailed references to what other speakers have said in
*.-.The Symposium. If you have posited that you are speaking first or second,
'you can make reference to what you have heard these other guests say
~ about love i a previous discussion. I | |

. Make references to some of the specific ideas discussed in.our class as if
 they were comments you had heard previously either in the agora or at
another banquet. ' B '

ExPectations' -

Specific references to the text must be .cit_edraccording to 4 Writer’s

Reference

Write at least two pages on your definition of love and rio more than two
pages on the scenario and references in your paper. - ' :



First Major Paper for Core Humanities CHC 1000

- Dr. Nancy Kelley

You are Socrates addressing hls jury of 500 Athenian citizens in defense of the
charges of impiety brought against you. Write a four to five page paper making
your best attempt to have yourself acquitted. Remember that the actual vote was

_very, very close (280 to 220) and so you have a reasonable cha.nce to be exonerated |

" or at Ieast not condemned to death.

'F"‘

' You can also choose to be Socrates prosecutor and wnte the prosecutlon’s case

agamst him,

Ym_l must be as specific as possible. For example:

. Make at least two detaﬂed references to what has been said against you in
The Apology. If you are the prosecutor, you must make speclfic references '
‘ :to what Socrates has prevmusly said ' -

e Make references to some of the speclfic 1deas dlscussed in our class.

' Espectations

_ Specific references to the text must be c1ted accordmg to A Writer’s
Reference _

. erte at least two pages on your r defense or prosecutlon and no more than
two pages on your scenario (If you are Socrates this would be the -
“dialogue involving with Meletus. If you are the prosecutor, this would be
Socrates’ questlons to you.) and any other references in- your paper.




Pick something from contemporary society ( a current
-event, a sport, a TV show, a movie, etc.) and explain
how Hobbes, Locke ang Rousseau would view it. ‘Who do
you think would have the most accurate assessment of
the event you chose? Who do you think would be right?

With whom would you. agree?

Bob Legnini



CORE HUMANITIES PROGRAM
ANCIENT, MEDIEVAL, AND RENAISSANCE THOUGHT

Dt Maryhu Hill I ‘  Fall 2003

WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1

' Choose one seemingly “unreasonable” — that is, extraordinary, non-rational, outside the

bounds of normalcy — event ot occurrence in the Book of Genesis and explore its function

- within the Genesis stoty. How is it treated within the text (i.e., do the patticipants regard it

" as normal ot abnormal), and what impaét does that treatment have on the story? How
' important is it to the story and to the greater themes of Genesis? - - - R

- More importantly, what should we conclude about this event? For example, i) _ cana deeper

explanation, a rational explanation, be found afier all despite the initial surprise and
bafflement; ot 2) is the event or lesson is fundamentally mysterious, defying our

.

- understanding; ot 3)-4s it some combination of a and b??

For this assignment, you must visit the Wiiting Ceniter (Old Falvey) with a preliminaty draft,
then revise it according to what you discuss with the writing center tutor. You will then

- band in both the preliminary draft and the rewtitten vetsion.

EL

~ Length: 3-4 pages. A

Due Date: - . Friday, September 19 by 4:30 p.m. in my mailbox (Rm. 104, SAC) - .




._ ~ CORE HUMANITIES PROGRAM |
ANCIENT, MEDIEVAL, AND RENAISSANGE THOUGHT

Dr.Marylu bl ' e Fall 2001
- Writing Assignment #2 |

Itis the year 34 C.E., and you are a follower of the man named Jesus who was recently
executed as a threat to the'Roman empire. Write a letter to'a friend or relative who
has been suspicious of your choice to follow Jesus, and convince him/her why s/he . -
should listen to the good news of Jesus’ message and become a disciple like yourself.
Be sure to offer concrete reasons and proofs of Jesus’ greatness. ‘A central part of
your argument should be reasons why anyone would choose to follow Jesus,
particularly given the difficult nature of his message. But also consider the many
~ miraculous signs that accompanied Jesus® public life, particularly the last finat sign of
. his death and supposed resurrection. .~ o

Your portrait of Jesus must be based on either Mark or John’s gospel — not a mix of
both.. Keep in mind the differences between these two gospels, and make certain your
argument conforms te the basic tone of the gospel you have chosen. And do not call
yourself'a'Christian — the tefm Christian is-not used until later in the century.

~ At the end of your letter, please append a postscript that i'd_entiﬁes.'\the' gospel you chose -

* o use, and offers a short rationale for your choice of that gospel. -

Length: ~ 2-3pages =~ - L o -
Due Date: Wednesday, Sept. 26, by 4:45 p.m., in my mailbox, Rm. 104, SAC.



' _ CORE HUMANITIES SEM]NAR :
ANCIENT MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE THOUGHT

Dr. Marylu Hill S | Fall, 2002

FINAL WRITING ASSIGNMENT

For your final writing asmgoment Iwould like you to reﬂect bneﬂy on your experlence

- using primary and secondary sources in preparmg for our Richard I project. -

Specifically, what has it taught you about the nature of evidence ahd its rehabﬂlty‘? What -

© have you learned about how humans record history, and to what purpose‘? What -
.challenges do you think historians face in writing history? The only argument I would

ask you ot to make is'the’ old statement tha.t the V1ctors write the I:ustory books

: Because thisisa reﬂectlon essay, I amnot Iookmg fora “ngh ” or “Wrong answer. The _
“essay should be based on your own thoughts on the process you have jist éxplored first-
hand, and thus should reflect your own frustrations or surprises as you delved through the .
materials. Thus, T'am. looking for how thoughtﬁJlIy you approach the. quesuons and with
what insight you consider your expenence , o

' DueDate:  Final exam
Length: Two pages




- CHS 1001:Modern Thought
Mary Beth Simmons
Informal Paper Topic: A Chapter of Your Autobiography

- Length: 4-5 pages
- Remember to title your work, number your pages and staple the paper, Please'

: Now that the class has read, discussed and written cntlcal responses on Rousseau’s The
Confessions and Dillard’s An American Childhood, it’s time to take a creative approach to
'these WO texts and turn the focus on your lives. Ir's important to make a very narrow i
selection of your life, as you only have 4-5 pages in which to work. Remember Dillard’s -

Chapter on her mother and her very specific qmrkmess ( Terwﬂhger bunts one.”) As many
of you have noted iri our class discussions, it is the ‘unique detail of the ordmanness mlife

that stays Wlth you

We I be domg a series. of free-wntmg activities in class to help get you sta.rted on the project,
One free-write you might want to txyon your own comes from Natalie Goldberg s Egggg
Down the Bones: - ' '
: Begmwtb“lmrm'éer Wntelotsq‘“snnllmmw ijﬁllmmehvgemmmw

 that, Josst keegp going Dmtbewmmaiy‘abe nemory bappened five seconds agoorﬁfcegam g0

- Ew;dmgzﬁatmrtbmﬂmmmnmymnmgdmagammgwm -

. While it mlght be the writer’s inclination to write about the “blg events of a life— -
graduauons gewung a driver’s license, the death of a pet— remember that it’s often the
| mundane or sxmple that constructs a hfe Remember Dillard’s chapter on playmg inthe -
_snow. Remember Rousseau’s passion for reading. “Good or bad ~ was alike to me. Idid not
E choose I read everythmg with equal avidity. I read at my bench I read on errauds I nead n
the lavatory, and was oblivious of myself for hours on end. I read until myhead spun, I did | |
- nothing but read.” | |

If you have any questions, please ask! T look forward -to-readiﬁg your chapters.




Subject: Re: October 3rd Workshop Request.
Date: Wed, 17 Sep 2003 12:27:55 -0400 _
From: "Lowell Gustafson" <lowell.gustafson@villanova.edu>
To: Mary Beth Simmons <marybeth.simmons@villanova.edu>

Dear Mary Beth,

—————

My writing ass1gnment is for each student to choose two topics from a list of topics that we cover

through the course: one from the first half of the course and one froni the second. Each student is to

write a 5 page draft of a paper about the topic and post it on webct at least one day before that topic is to

be discussed in class. - The student begins the discussion of that day's topic by reviewing the points made
. in the paper and then leads a d1scu531cn about it. I add to the discussion when it seems fit. :

: Students are to read the draft on webct before class a:nd write-comments about it w1th1n two days after
class. They are to respond with what they hke about the paper as well as what ‘they would want to see

rcwsed or added to it.

"Then, each student is to consider the class discussion and written comments when they revise the draft
for a final version, handed in at the mid term or final exam.

LowcllGuStafson S - : | __ \’_‘J

Mary Beth Simmons wrote:

Dear C'ollcagues )

On Friday, October 3rd, Core Humamtles will host a luncheon and Workshop from 12:30-2: 00 in the
West Lounge of Dougherty Hall. The focus of the workshop will be "How to Construct an Effective
Writing Assignment". The agenda includes a brief prescntatlon on the components of carefully crafted
‘informal and formal writing assignments. - S

In preparation for tl:us Workshop, I would like to ask each faculty mémber to prcv1de me w1th acopyof

one successful Core writing assignment s/he has used. These may be assignments for informalor -~

 formal writing tasks. N.B.--we will NOT be scrutinizing these assignments dunng our Workshop The
purpose of the collection is to "share the wealth" and put together a packet of these assignments for -
distribution at the workshop , ; o

Please give me your assugnment elther as a hard copy or attachment by next Thursday, 25. Septcmber
Please contact me if you have any qucst1cns t

Best, :
Mary Beth Simmons
| 9-5358 3

1of1 2 B o © 9/29/2003 4:41 PM



Subject: [Fwd: Antigone paper]
Date: Wed, 24 Sep 2003 11:07:37 -0400
From: "Mark Shiffman" <mark.shiffman@villanova. edu>
To: marybeth. smnnons@vﬂlanova edu

Mark

e Original Message ----- -
Subject: Antigone paper
Date: Sat, 30 Aug 2003 06:17:54 0500
rom: "Mark Shiffman" <mark.shiffman@villanova.edu>
To: "Mark Shiffman" <mark.shiffman@villanova.edu> ‘
CC: Fall03-CHS-1000-010@villanova.edu ,Fall03- CHS-1000-004@V111anova edu
,Fall03-CHS- 1000~D04@v111anova edu .

' Anugone Assignment -

Due: In class Septen‘iber. 15

Length: 1200-1500 words (4-5 pages)

-+ Topic: Compare the decision made by Antlgone to the decision

made by the Melians in Thucydxdes Consider the following
questions — . ‘

1. What kind of decision are they each faced with?

2. What is at stake for them and what are the risks?

| 3. What motives lead them to choose as ‘they do?

- | 4. What expectations do they have about the consequences of

| their respective decisions?

5. How do the differences between them affect the degree to which -
- you approve of their actions and admire their characters?

of 1 ' : , . - ' 9/24/2003 11:09 AM




Subject: Re: RSVP and Assignment Deadline...
Date: Fri, 26 Sep 2003 14:13:14 -0400 - '
- From: "Joseph Prud’homme" <joseph. prudhomme@vﬂlanova edu>
To: Mary Beth Simmons <marybeth.simmons@villanova.edu>

Hi Mary Beth:

'auL‘.-J.'a.‘V..._ LR

Here is what I have in mmd for an-upcoming asmgnment
Compare and contrast Aristotle's idea of human perfectlon with the Socratic 1deal of -

perfect integrity. Then answer the questlons Which view of human perfection do you ﬁnd_ .
more compeﬂmg, and why? . - :

Best,

Joseph ?fQ&’{A_ﬂYﬂMe— :

Mary Beth Simmons wrote:

> Hi Joseph,
> o :
> Thanks for the note.
>
- > Did you send your assignment?
- .
> Thanks,
> Joseph Prud’homme wrote:
> .
> > Hi Mary Beth. .
S ,
> > [ have been’ oiit of town; sorry for the delay in respondmg Tam .
> > definitely going to attend, and I llok forward to it. Let me send you -
> > my writing assignment later in the day JR R .
. > > Thanks, : :
> > Joseph Prud‘homme
> > -
> > - Original Message -----
> > From: "Mary Beth Simmons"- <marybeth simmons@villanova.edu>
> > Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2003 10: 09 am
> > Subject: RSVP and As.s'zgnment Deadlme '
> >
> > > Good Mommg,
>> >
> > > Thanks to those of you who have already gotten back to me wzth
> > > your writing asszgnments - '

> > >qnd RSVPs.
> 3>

C lof2 : . | ' S . on6no0suISPM




Subject: Re: RSVP and Assignment Deadline...
Date: Fri, 26 Sep 2003 09:41:01 -0400 -
- From: "Linda Boettcher" <linda. boettcher@villanova.edi>
To: "Mary Beth S1mmons“ <marybeth s1mmons@v111anova edu>

Hi M_ary Beth, I will be at the lincheon. At this point, I do not have
an assignment that has been really successful. I think the one that has

* been most helpful thus far entailed having the students locate each

definition of piety in Plato's Euthyphro Along with each definition -
that had to trace why this definition was inadequate. This gave them

- good practice in logically thinking through arguments. I'm not sure if -
this is the klnd of thing you are thmkmg of..Linda:. =

- Original Message -----
From: "Mary Beth Simmons" <marybeth snnmons@vﬂlanova edu>
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2003 10:09 am :

. 'Sub}ect RSVP and Asmgmnent Deadlme

iof]

> Good Momzng,
>

> Thanks 1o those of you who have ab‘eady gorten back to me wzth

> your writing assignments

- >and RSVPS_

=

- > Ineed to hear from the rest of you by' tomorrow,
. > - . - ) ) '. . .
- > My thanks,

> Mary Beth
2 _

2
-z

9/26/2003 10:08 AM



e ———

Subject: Re: October 3rd Workshop Request
Date: Wed, 17 Sep 2003.16:34:24 0700
From: "Heather Goodman" <heather, goodman@villanova.cdw
To: "Mary Beth Simmons" <marybeth.simmons@villanova.edu>

P

Using the Bible readings “Ruth”, “Job”, and “Jonah”, you will write a
paper that shows how characters’ sense of self is confirmed or

- dissuaded by those around them. You will address specifics from each.

of the three readings to prove your case, and you will conclude by
applying what you have written about the characters to your own life,
The paper should be 3-5 pages long, and must be revised with the help
of the wntmg center. The paper is due Thursday, September 18

Hope all is well. Thanks.

- Heather Grood wrzer

~~~~~ Original Message -----
From: "Mary Beth Simmons" <marybeth, smmons@vlllanova edu>

Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2003 7:53 am

Subject: October 3rd Workshop Request -

> Deay Colleagues
>

> On Friday, October 3rd Core Humanities will host a luncheon and

> works'hop Sfrom 12:30-2:00

a2

> in the West Lounge of Dougherty Hall The focu.s of the warkshop
- > will be "How to Construct =

>.an Effective Writing Asszgnment” The agenda includes a bnef
> presentation on the

- > components of carefully crafied mformal and formal wrztmg
> assignments.

> In preparation Jorthis workshop, I would like to ask each faculty
> member to provide me

= With a copy of one successful Core wrztmg a.s'szgnment s/he ha.s'
> used. These may be

> assignments for informal or formal wrztmg tasks N.B.--we e will -

> NOT be scrutinizing these
> assignments during our workshop. The purpose of the collectzon is.

> to "share the wealth"

> and put together a packet of these asszgnments for dzstrzbutzon at
> the works‘hop

>

> Please give me your assignment ezther as a hard copy or attachment

>-by next Thursday, 25

> September. Please contact me if you have any questions.

9/29/2003 4:42 PM




