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Faculty Colleagues, 
 
Ar�ficial Intelligence (A.I.) has emerged as a transforma�ve force profoundly influencing our daily 
lives.  It is becoming increasingly prevalent and A.I.-generated material is reshaping how students learn, 
faculty teach, and businesses operate.  Employers are now expec�ng college graduates to have a basic 
understanding of these tools and will most likely be using A.I. so�ware in their opera�ons.   
Villanova is adap�ng and learning to use this technology appropriately in our teaching, research, and 
business opera�ons. As such, we wanted to provide a brief update on A.I. at Villanova and offer some 
resources to help you learn more on this topic.   
 
To date, the University has provided requirements and guidance on A.I. to Villanovans through revisions 
to the Code of Academic Integrity, guidelines for faculty around A.I. generators in their courses, 
and guidelines for students regarding the responsible academic use of A.I. generators. 
Please note:  Informa�on uploaded to an open (free) A.I. system does not remain private and can be 
shared with others. At this �me, no Villanova data is permited to be uploaded into open (free) A.I. 
systems and all data governance standards and policies related to safeguarding university data are 
required to be followed (located within the Data Governance webpage under “Standards and 
Policies”). 
 
A.I. in Teaching and Learning 

• The University is exploring a screening tool for A.I.-generated material. While such tools have 
limita�ons, they can be an excellent deterrent for academic integrity issues. 

• Departments, academic programs, and colleges are encouraged to develop discipline-
appropriate ways to teach students about this technology and how to u�lize these tools ethically 
and properly.  You can help students refine their core skills of cri�cal thinking, ethical reasoning, 
and digital literacy by teaching them to appropriately use genera�ve A.I and analyze the output. 

A.I. in Research 
• A survey was sent to faculty concerning A.I. in research and plans are in development to provide 

requirements as well as guidance around its proper use.  No private/confiden�al informa�on or 
intellectual property may be uploaded into open (free) A.I. systems. 

• Each funding agency, publisher, and others are developing their own rules around genera�ve 
A.I.  Please be sure to keep up with and follow the requirements in your field. 

Resources to Learn More about A.I. 
• VITAL and VIRS are planning to offer events in the spring featuring Villanova faculty experts to 

help guide conversa�ons about A.I. 
• Villanova has an enterprise site license for Microsoft’s Copilot chat application, formerly Bing 

Chat for Enterprise, which is built off of Open A.I.  Currently only faculty have access, but we are 
considering opening it up to others.  Information uploaded to Copilot remains private and is not 
used to train the base model. 

• Faculty are encouraged to use LinkedIn Learning for comprehensive information about A.I. 
generators and prompt engineering 

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/resources/student/policies/integrity/code.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/teaching-learning/AVPTL/text-generators.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/content/dam/villanova/provost/teaching-learning/AI-Guidelines-July-2023.pdf
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/decision-support/data-governance.html
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmicrosoft.com%2Fcopilot&data=05%7C02%7Cstefan.perun%40villanova.edu%7C3c40b51a051147c9890108dc0c8cdb8b%7C765a8de5cf9444f09cafae5bf8cfa366%7C0%7C0%7C638399046499759728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4pSIcO53Nybl%2B89zBbRBozzyLrZyjs65pzMu%2FKs8zbE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnkd.in%2Fg765xNT&data=05%7C02%7Cstefan.perun%40villanova.edu%7C3c40b51a051147c9890108dc0c8cdb8b%7C765a8de5cf9444f09cafae5bf8cfa366%7C0%7C0%7C638399046499915973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1aVb2%2FrNBTjfnE4gCf09Dz5WKvkymKB3RdtVd71MSxg%3D&reserved=0


o A newly released professional certificate called Career Essentials in Generative AI was 
created by Microsoft & LinkedIn. It’s about 4 hours of content and covers subjects like 
models of AI, machine learning, the difference between search engines and reasoning 
engines, and ethics of AI. 

o There are several LinkedIn Learning videos on prompt engineering (how to give the right 
inputs to get the desired outputs). 

The University is con�nuing to refine its approach to A.I. with planned ini�a�ves including ins�tu�ng a 
university-wide A.I. advisory board and a centralized website to keep the community up to date on this 
con�nuously evolving technology. 
 
We encourage you to stay informed and bring a flexible mindset to the A.I. conversa�ons. 
 
Randy Weinstein 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning 
Professor of Chemical and Biological Engineering 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Flearning%2Fpaths%2Fcareer-essentials-in-generative-ai-by-microsoft-and-linkedin&data=05%7C02%7Cstefan.perun%40villanova.edu%7C3c40b51a051147c9890108dc0c8cdb8b%7C765a8de5cf9444f09cafae5bf8cfa366%7C0%7C0%7C638399046499915973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zXberHrnphMMUfZ8kzfyfcWROgBPWjhFIIg76szTv2E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Flearning%2Fsearch%3Fkeywords%3Dprompt%2520engineering&data=05%7C02%7Cstefan.perun%40villanova.edu%7C3c40b51a051147c9890108dc0c8cdb8b%7C765a8de5cf9444f09cafae5bf8cfa366%7C0%7C0%7C638399046499915973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2BLT0s9SWetiGyEgfAJAwgX2h%2FAdu%2FdQAnvCnTlncK0%3D&reserved=0

