
MARCH 31,  2017

In the world today, there are nearly 200 million people with 
intellectual disabilities. They are often the most neglected, vulnerable 
and marginalized people in every society and culture. But thanks to 
people like Eunice Kennedy Shriver, founder of the Special Olympics, 
perceptions and attitudes are beginning to change.

Eunice Shriver believed that through the power of sport, Special 
Olympics could transform the lives of the athletes and the world, one 
community at a time, through the acceptance and inclusion of people 
with intellectual disabilities. By empowering people with intellectual 
disabilities, we are creating communities where everyone is included 
and respected.

During the SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY  CONFERENCE , 
Timothy Shriver reminded delegates that those with learning 
disabilities have frequently been marginalised by labels such as 
“normal” or “disabled” that are used to categorise people. The Special 
Olympics movement has reframed perception, instead having these 
individuals labelled as “able,” or “brave,” or “competitor”. Too often 
the question asked has been ‘Am I the best?’ Instead it needs to be 
‘Am I my best?’ Sport can enable us to catch this vision.  

The recently concluded Special Olympics World Games in Austria 
which had the motto: "Heartbeat for the world," was the world’s 
largest winter sports event for people with intellectual disabilities, 
that took place from March 14th to 25th. More than 2600 athletes from 
105 nations, 1100 coaches, 5000 family members, 3000 volunteers and 
600 journalists and media representatives were present at the 
sporting venues at Graz, Schladming and Ramsau am Dachstein.

The Closing Ceremony featured Special Olympics ambassador Arnold 
Schwarzenegger who commended the athletes for their 
determination, courage and talent: “I’m so happy that you are all 
here, because you are all the greatest athletes in the world.”

These examples are a very important starting point, but they are just 
the beginning. In order for inclusion to really take hold, it needs to 
become a way of life, not a handful of initiatives that make us feel 
good. We need to take these incredible examples and ask ourselves: 
How do we evolve the message of inclusion so that it becomes the 
norm rather then the exception? What can we do within our 
organization or community to promote inclusion in sport?

As discussed at the Conference, it is the hope that SPORT AT THE 
SERVICE OF HUMANITY  can help redefine what it means to be a 
sports participant and to be ‘successful’ in sport. Instead of asking 
whether an individual is the best, we need to ask whether through 
sport they can be their best.

We are excited to think what the future might hold. Together, we can 
create a world where these stories are the norm, not the exception. 
Where the marginalized in our society are given equal opportunities 
to be involved in and grow from sport.
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“Empathy should be the norm not the 
exception. Inclusion is not a luxury. 
When in doubt, choose to include.
It’s always the better choice.”
T I M O T H Y S H R I V E R
Chairman, Special Olympics
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The 2016 SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY GLOBAL 
CONFERENCE  ON FAITH & SPORT  explored three key themes: 
Inclusion, Involvement and Inspiration. On the surface, the notion of 
inclusion would appear to be a fundamental starting place in sport, 
and yet, it has not been naturally embraced by our society. This 
presents both a challenge and a great opportunity for the evolution 
of attitudes and behaviours. 

During the Conference, His Holiness Pope Francis spoke of sport’s 
challenge to us, in helping develop the God-given talents given to 
each human person, and of its power to improve health and 
well-being, encourage cooperation and teamwork, and teach lessons 
for life about winning and losing. Yet, he reminded us that there was 
also a challenge in sport: to allow sport to become a force for 
inclusion, reaching the marginalised, especially the young; and he 
expressed the hope that the conference would mobilise religious, 
business, and sporting institutions to enable all young people to play 
sport with dignity. 

As we begin to put this movement into action, we need to celebrate 
those people and organizations who are already living the 
philosophy of inclusion and helping to set the examples for others. 

As a socially responsible community focused company Aspire believes 
it is our duty to give back. Aspire hopes that, like the Homeless World 
Cup, it can use soccer as a tool to influence stability, friendship & fun 
in the lives they touch. 

The Homeless World Cup was founded in 2001 by Mel Young and 
Harald Schemed to give homeless people an outlet to change their 
lives. The program has become a social movement providing a focus 
for 73 different countries who are involved in delivering street soccer 
programs to support men and women on the edges of society. Each 
year, national teams meet in a city for a tournament. There are over 
100,000 participants involved every year with 83% gaining improved 
social relations with friends and family because of involvement. This 
year's tournament will be held in Norway from August 29th to 
September 5th.

The presentation from Mel Young at the Conference resonated so 
deeply with Mullin it instantly ignited a fire to make a difference in 
his own backyard of Atlanta, GA. Like so many of us, Mullin left Rome 
so INSPIRED to do something that he got home and immediately 
encouraged his employees to help him launch a community initiative 
similar to Mel Young’s Homeless World Cup. 

Inspired by the presentation and partnership, Aspire created 
Atlanta's first Homeless Soccer League. With over 14,000 homeless 
people in Atlanta, this project has become a priority in hopes of 
removing the marginalized gap that lies within this population and 
the rest of society. 

Aspire will host tournaments throughout 2017 and 2018 in Atlanta 
and offer weekly practices leading up to each tournament.  Aspire’s 
Atlanta staff will help volunteer and bring the project to life. The first 
tournament is being held on Friday, March 31st at a pitch located at a 
local train stop in downtown Atlanta with roughly 25 participants 
from local shelters. 

As Aspire develops the Homeless Soccer League, it hopes to cultivate 
more robust relationships with local homeless shelters. By building 
relationships with local shelters, Aspire will have access to a strong 
pool of players to send to the Street Soccer USA qualifying cup, who 
are currently partnered with The Homeless World Cup.  After the 
qualifying cup is completed, a team is then selected to represent the 
USA at the annual Homeless World Cup.  

In early 2015, Chairman and 
Founder of The Aspire Group, 
Bernie Mullin, was asked to 
join the Management 
Committee to plan and shape 
the first ever SPORT AT THE 
SERVICE OF HUMANITY .
In 2016, while attending the Conference at The Vatican, Bernie 
met Mel Young, Co-Founder of the Homeless World Cup. 

Aspire provides Atlanta-area homeless a “hand-up”

Mary Davis, Special Olympics Chief Executive Officer spoke
about Inclusion: "I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone who made these Games possible - I know that each and 
every one of you that experienced these World Games felt a true 
heartbeat of inclusion and I hope that you leave these Games 
knowing that you have the power to be a game changer for 
inclusion. You have the power to change hearts and minds and
I know that these Games leave an even stronger legacy in Austria
of inclusion for all!"

The Special Olympics has truly become an international effort with 
passionate support from heads of state, global leaders, luminaries, 
world-class athletes, celebrities and scientists. This global 
movement has unleashed the transformative joy of sports and is a 
true representation of the power of inclusion. The next Special 
Olympic World Games will be held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates in March 2019.

If you have inspiring stories of Inclusion in your community or 
organization, we would love to hear from you! Please share your stories 

and photos with us at:

info@sportforhumanity.com


