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 If you have other inspiring stories of athletes, sports teams or 
organizations that are bringing the SSH principles to life, we would love to 

hear from you! Please share your stories and photos with us at: 

info@sportforhumanity.com

If charitable contributions to the tune of nearly $40 million over
25 years say anything about the San Francisco 49ers, it’s that 
community matters. The San Francisco 49ers Foundation is the 
non-profit community funding extension of the San Francisco 49ers. 
Now in its 26th year, the 49ers Foundation supports development 
programs for underserved youth in the Bay Area that Keep Kids Safe, 
on Track and In School.  A significant portion of the Foundation’s 
funding goes toward family violence prevention programs and 
activities that teach youth leadership and respect. Through the 
stewardship and active involvement of 49ers team owners Denise 
and John York, in 2016 alone, the 49ers committed $4 million to Bay 
Area non-profits, including a significant gift to support the Santa 
Clara High School campus extension of the 49ers STEM Leadership 
Institute in cooperation with Chevron, the Santa Clara Unified 
School District and the Silicon Valley Education Foundation.

The 49ers Foundation focuses its major giving on high impact, life 
cycle grants to Bay Area programs – including the 49ers Academy, 
Fresh Lifelines for Youth, Center for Youth Wellness, City Year San 
Jose/Silicon Valley, Help for the Children, Silicon Valley Education 
Foundation and the 49ers STEM Leadership Institute – however 
the organization continues to support scores of local non-profits 
through player and alumni player involved events and also 
through donations of 49ers memorabilia for non-profit 
fundraisers, partnerships, the 50/50 charitable raffle gameday 
program, and gameday and event tickets to low-income and 
at-risk youth and local non-profit organization, including military 
personnel. “The Foundation is the embodiment of the 49ers 
commitment to being a force for change in the community. We do 
more than just play football – we use football as a platform to 
serve as role models to make lasting change in the Bay Area,” 
shared John York, Co-Chair/Owner of the San Francisco 49ers. 

For more on the 49ers Foundation, please visit 
49ersfoundation.com or call (408) 562-4949.

In recognition of their tremendous commitment to philanthropy 
the 49ers were the winners of the Beyond Sport International 
Sports Philanthropy Award presented in October 2015 in London 
and one of four finalists for the ESPN Humanitarian of the Year 
Award in 2015 and 2016. The San Francisco 49ers were also the 2013 
winners of the prestigious Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Steve 
Patterson Award for Sports Philanthropy and were one of only two 
NFL teams that participated in the 2016 SPORT AT THE SERVICE 
OF HUMANITY CONFERENCE  at The Vatican. 

If volunteer service is any indication of the 49ers commitment
to being change makers in the Bay Area, they are clearly 
overachievers. Each of the last six years, every player on the San 
Francisco 49ers participated in at least one charitable event while 
still managing to showcase intensity in their on-field play. The 
organization, including 49ers players, coaches, ownership, staff, 
and alumni donates over 2,000 hours of volunteer time to more 
than 75 community events in the Bay Area annually and, in 2016, 
former 49ers WR Anquan Boldin was named the Walter Payton 
Man of the Year.  During the season, players are in the community 
every week on their day off, directly interacting with at-risk youth 
and helping families in need through hands on service events.  
From reading books to kindergarteners to running youth football 
camps, serving meals to homeless families to delivering toys to 
critically ill children in time for the holidays, hosting Make-A-Wish 
youth, building PLAY 60 Fitness Zones, promoting the importance 
of leadership, scholarship, and a healthy lifestyle, speaking up 
against gang membership, and so much more, 49ers players are 
actively engaged in improving the lives of those facing challenges 
and helping every child reach their full potential. More than 
140,000 people annually are directly impacted by the 49ers’ 
community outreach efforts, including over 100,000 children. In 
support of this mission, during the 2016/2017 school year, 60,000 
students will visit the 49ers Museum at Levi’s® Stadium’s Chevron 
STEMZone free of charge for a day of STEAM learning through a 
common core aligned science of football curriculum. 

In an age where the focus seems increasingly to be on the final outcome rather then the journey, 
SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY  is a reminder of what really matters in life: 

Compassion. Respect. Love. Enlightenment. Balance. Joy. 

Every person, no matter what their faith or background, has the capacity to embrace and live by 
these core principles, though many have forgotten their importance. By bringing them back to 

sport and by encouraging all athletes and sports organizations, whether they be professional or 
amateur, to incorporate them into their every day lives, we will begin to shift hearts and minds. 

At the end of the day, it is the moments in life and what we do with them, how we treat others and 
how we treat ourselves, that make the difference and define who we are as a society – both in our 

communities and on a global scale. 

While we are still in the early stages of this Movement, we are already able to look around and 
identify sports teams and organizations that are living the SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF 

HUMANITY  principles. One incredible example of this is the San Francisco 49ers. Their Foundation 
is a reminder that whether in sport or in life, what's important is not whether you win or lose, but 

how you play the game.

The 49ers Foundation is an exciting example of a sports team that is 
going beyond the game and using their influence to make a real 
difference to the lives of the people in their community.

While the  SPORT AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY MOVEMENT 
is still in its infancy, we know that the wonderful feeling that comes 
from being and doing good is contagious. As we discussed at the 
Conference, it is our hope that as more athletes and sports teams 
embrace the principles and lead by example, the Movement will 
grow, permeating all levels of sport to the point where they become 
the norm rather than the exception.
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