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Faith and Learning Scholar Community
2024-2025
Reading #4

Let Us Dream: A Path to A Better Future
Pope Francis in conversation with Austen Ivereigh 
Simon & Shuster New York 2020

Go around your table and introduce yourself:
· I am	 and I come to our dialogue tonight being HOPEFUL about the end of the semester because___________________________________
· I am a Senior (Junior, Sophomore, Grad student, Faculty Mentor) and my hope and dream for the world is__________________________________.
· Pope Francis writes in his book, Let us Dream, during COVID. All of us whether a Graduate Student, Senior, Junior, Sophomore, or Faculty member lived during Covid:  Share one way Covid “decentered “you and propelled you to “transcend” to a new awareness of your faith.__________
· Share one part of the text /poem I would like to dialogue about. There are three parts:
+A time to See.	+Epilogue                                                +Poem

Prompts if they are helpful:
Time to See: How do we widen our gaze?
+Pope Francis recommends that we “see” from the periphery, from the margins to prepare for a new future. What experiences have you had this academic year that have helped you to refocus and see a “bigger picture” as a Mentor and Scholar? 
+Pope Francis urges us to “see” the world clearly, without ideology or blind spots.
This is challenging:   Do faith and reason together help us perceive reality more truthfully?
+People on the margins are the prophets of the future: who are these people in your life? Share experiences and/or stories of those who have opened possible new paths for us this year at Villanova.
+What is your Noah Moment?
Pope Francis calls us to a “Noah moment”:  How do we find the ties that unite us in love, and of a common belonging. p. 15
+How so faith and reason work together in your discipline to cultivate a clearer vision of truth and justice?
 
 Crisis is an opportunity: How do we become agents of a hopeful future?
+Pope Francis describes crises as opportunities for transformation. Share an opportunity you have had this year and how you had the courage to change. Share how your faith tradition was helpful in the transformation. 
+Pope Francis writes of the myth of self-sufficiency and challenges us to learn to live like we “belong to eachother.” Share experiences you have or have been provided by others who have helped you grow from self-sufficiency to inclusive partnerships. In other words, how have we/I learned that we belong to each other? 
+Moments of Crises are moments of truth that reveal deeper values. How does the relationship between faith and reason help us make sense of personal and global crisis?

+What ways have our academic studies/research challenged, deepened, or reshaped our understanding of living your faith?
+Pope Francis speaks of moving beyond passive hope to transformative action. How can both faith and reason inspire action toward justice and human dignity?
+Pope Francis writes that the ways of escaping reality are Narcissism+Discouragement+Pessimism.
How do I, we, Villanova transcend these realities?

Epilogue
+Pope Francis calls us to go on pilgrimage to “open,” “decenter,” “transcend and to act”!
He invites us to a pilgrimage that will call us out of ourselves to be transformed to continuously:
Open yourself.... decenter.... transcend.... ACT! The epilogue emphasizes hope and collective action. Share your experiences of how faith and academic work inspire hope in times of uncertainty?
+Pope Francis called for a spirituality that moves beyond comfort to courageous action.
Share your experience of opportunities you have had at Villanova that were steps towards courageous action and engagement with social justice?
+Pope Francis speaks of moving beyond passive hope to transformative action. How can both faith and reason inspire action toward justice and human dignity?
+If you have had an experience of a labyrinth:  share the challenges of “being eaten by Minotaurs” in the Center or having the “Ariadne thread” .... p. 136.
+If you have had an opportunity to go on a Pilgrimage...and walk the journey...share the experience!

Poem HOPE Alexis Valdes
+The poem presents a prayer for guidance and transformation. Hope in crisis hope, emerging from suffering. It is a poem envisioning a future where the world is healed, and people embrace life anew. 
+ How does his vision of hope challenge our world today?
What is the role of Gratitude.
+The poem suggests that after hardship we will appreciate simple things more deeply. How does gratitude function in your own belief system?
+ Vales emphasizes the importance of human connection and togetherness. How does faith and academic life promote the idea and experience of solidarity, especially in challenging times?
+  The poem implies that crises can change our values and priorities. Have you experienced or observed this kind of transformation in your own life, faith, or academic work at Villanova?
+As a soon to be graduate or undergraduate how do you see hope shaping your future---career, studies, personal life?
+Share how/if your college experience changed our perspective on what truly matters?
+Share if/if not your faith shape your understanding of hope, resilience, and renewal?
+Hope should lead to action. A you step into the next chapter how do you see yourself contributing to a better world?
Both texts call for a renewal of humanity after crisis
+Both Pope Francis and Valdes speak of transformation after crisis. How do their messages challenge you personally and academically?
+We are all and yet Graduating students are entering a world of uncertainty. How can the balance of faith and reason help navigate ethical dilemmas, career decisions, and personal growth?
+The book ends on a note of radical openness to others. How can we/I work together to foster this openness in students and the broader academic community?

Pope Francis + Pope Francis[b] (born Jorge Mario Bergoglio;[c] 17 December 1936) is the head of the Catholic Church and sovereign of the Vatican City State. He is the first pope from the Society of Jesus (the Jesuit Order), the first from the Americas and the Southern Hemisphere, and the first born or raised outside Europe since the 8th-century Syrian pope Gregory III.  Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Bergoglio was ordained a Catholic priest in 1969; from 1973 to 1979, he was the Jesuit provincial superior in Argentina. He became the archbishop of Buenos Aires in 1998,created a cardinal in 2001 by Pope John Paul II. He led the Argentine Church during the December 2001 riots in Argentina. Following the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI on 28 February 2013, a papal conclave elected Bergoglio as his successor on 13 March. He chose Francis as his papal name in honors of Saint Francis of Assisi.
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