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Faith and Learning Scholar Community
2024-2025 Reading # 2

Love Plays God  
Love A History   Simon May
Chapter 1:  pp. 1-13
Yale University Press:  New Haven and London, 2011
“Love, unconditional, selfless, unchanging, sincere and totally accepting—is worshipped as the West’s only universal religion.  May shows that our ideal of love developed from it Hebraic and Greek origins alongside Christianity, until, during the last two centuries, “God is love” became “love is God”--so hubristic, so escapist, so untruthful to the real nature of love, that it has booby -trapped relationships everywhere with deluded expectations.” (Phil Papers abstract) 

Go around your table and introduce yourself:
· I am	 and I come to our dialogue tonight in the second half of our Fall semester hoping___________________ .
· Simon May writes about the importance of “ontological rootedness”   (p .6)  “ We all have a need to love...to feel at home in the world,  to root our life in the here and now;  to give our existence solidity and validity; to deepen the sensation of being; to enable us to experience the reality of our life as indestructible..
· We interpret Villanova as “our HOME”......Share one way that you have experienced “ontological rootedness” at Villanova or in our world, this academic year.
· Identify some ideas from the text that you would like to explore in the dialogue this evening.
Begin your dialogue.... 
·  Eventually...immerse yourself in sharing and engage the title...Love Plays God!  God is love, love is God????
	Some ways to get there by exploring concepts in the text!

· Explore Human love...Love is confusing...
 -Is human love the ultimate source of meaning and happiness?
	-Is human love a power over suffering and disappointment?
-Human love has usurped a role that only God’s love used to play? (p.2)
-May states:  “Everyone needs love; many find it; but few live it......because of the difficulty of attending to them in a manner that enable them to lay this role in grounding our life”.( p.6)
	-Explore your understanding and experiencing ATTENDING in a relationship.
-How does May depict the transformative power of love? What are some key examples of this transformation in the text?

· Explore the meaning of having FAITH in love?
  -May states that a a decline in religious faith has invited Love to be God? (p.1)
	-Love has filled the vacuum left by the retreat of Christianity.
	-Does genuine human love trump divine love?
  -In the wasteland love plays too important a role in fulfilling our inescapable religious needs—to     dislodge the divine model.
-In what ways does May’s discussion of love reflect or critique contemporary cultural attitudes towards relationships and faith?



· Explore present day IDOLS.
	-Losing faith in God...IDOLS have been adopted.... have they all  failed?
-Whatever idols have arisen, in society.... none provide the final justification of life’s aim and meaning that the Western mind still craves.  (p.4)
	-The more individualistic our societies become, the more idols we can expect to emerge.
	-The more individualistic our societies become, the more we can expect.
   the value of love, as the ultimate source of belonging and redemption, to keep rising.
	-Does love, other idols play too important a role in fulfilling our inescapable religious needs—to dislodge the divine model.
-How can the themes explored in "Love Plays God" be applied to current societal issues related to love, faith, and community? What lessons can we draw for today’s world?
-How does the cultural context influence the interpretation of love and faith in May's work? What insights can we draw from this for contemporary discussions?


· Explore Love of God, God is Love... Explore Vulnerability...
-Nothing gives us a more powerful sense of grounding in the world than finding a living relationship to what we take to be the source of our being.  Here we can locate love for God:  creator of our life; love for homeland:  origin of our people; and love for ancestors:  source of our lineage.(p.9) 
	-Love is born in extreme vulnerability...and can be tempted “to play God.” (p. 10)
	-In many ways the history of love is the temptation to play God (p.11)
-How does vulnerability feature in the discussion of love and faith? What implications does this have for our relationships with others and with God?

· Explore some of the concepts that are found in the text:
	Love is unconditional.
	Love relates to and affirms the loved one in full particularity, 
	Love is fundamentally selfless.
	Love is benevolent and harmonious.
	Love is eternal.
	Love transports us beyond messy imperfections.
	Love redeems life’s losses and sufferings.



· Biography: Simon Philip Walter May
· Simon Philip Walter May is visiting professor of philosophy at King's College, London, and at Birkbeck College, University of London.[1][2][3]
· Selected publications
· How to Be a Refugee. Picador, 2021
· Love: A History. Yale University Press, 2011.
· Nietzsche's Ethics and his War on "Morality". Oxford University Press, 1999.
· Nietzsche's On the Genealogy of Morality: A Critical Guide. Cambridge University Press, 2011. (Editor)
2

image1.jpg
Qj, Cenﬁer for
Faith &
\% Learning




