










98 Seeds of Destruction 

also against our own hidden tendencies towards

fascist or totalist aberrations. The struggle against

war is directed not only against the bellicosity of

the Communist powers, but against our own vio

lence, fanaticism and greed. Of course, this kind

of thinking will not be popular in the tensions of

the cold war. No one is encouraged to be too clear

sighted, because conscience can make cowards, by
diluting the strong conviction that our side is fully
right and the other side is fully wrong. Yet the

Christian responsibility is not to one side or to the

other in the power struggle: it is to God and truth,

and to the whole of mankind. 

This is not a political study. But the moral op

tions of our times are necessarily involved in vari

ous interpretations of political reality. The differ

ent views of the situation prevailing in the West

react upon each other, and all together they com

bine to create extreme difficulties and complexities. 

The question arises then whether man is really
capable of choosing peace rather than nuclear war,

whether the choices are ineluctably made for him 

by the interplay of social forces. The answer to

this question must depend on many factors be

yond the control of any individual or any one

group. But the fact remains that we cannot face

the moral issue as free and rational beings unless we

can still assume that our freedom and rationality
have a meaning. If we are not able to choose to sur-
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in Terris. In a document devoted to the question of war and peace in the nuclear age, relatively little is said about war itself. The greater part of )the encyclical concentrates on basic principles: the dignity of the human person and the primacy of the universal common good over the particular good of the political unit. Above all, Pope John/� ""' realized that his main job was one of "clearing the � air" morally, psychologically and spiritually. To a world lost in a pea-soup fog of exhausting and half comprehended technicalities about law, eco-nomics, politics, weaponry, technology etc., the Pope did not offer a series of casuistic solutions to complex and detailed questions. He recalled the minds of men to the fundamental ideas on which peace among nations and races must always de-pend. In other words, he tried to recreate for them the climate of thought in which they could seetheir objectives in a human and even a hopeful light, and he invited them at least for a moment to emerge from the obscurity and smog of arguments that are without issue. The world was grateful for this moment of fresh air, and in political life, es-pecially on the international level, the smallest gestures and advances toward peace should be ac-cepted with gratitude. Many such gestures fol-lowed the publication of Pacem in Terris on Holy Thursday of 1963. So many in fact that there has 
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While praising and fully accepting science, 
Pope John protests against the common opinion 
which deifies pseudo-science and leaves man's free
dom subject to a vague determinism of laws and 
forces, thus failing to see that man's freedom and 
jntelligence are the instruments by which he ele
vates himself above his material surroundings and 
controls his own destiny by Jiving accordmg to 
truth, justice and love. 
� Pope John's message of freedom calls man, first 
of all, to liberate himself from the climate of con
fusion and desperation in which he finds himself 
because he passively accepts and follows a mind
less determinism. 

Though there are significant differences in 
ideology in the different power blocs, neverthe
less the stratification of opinion is more or less the 
same everywhere. The extremists on both sides 
are mirror images of each other. 

The thought that is obsessed with war puts 
aside other considerations and concentrates on the 
fact that one is threatened with attack, indeed 
with destruction. This type of thinker is con
vinced that only the strongest measures are of any 
use. He distrusts negotiation because he is sure 
that the adversary is an arch deceiver, and be
cause he is so sure of this he thinks that he him
self has to resort to deception whenever possible, 
so as not to be deceived. He is convinced that the 
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P acem in Terris certainly recognized that Cath
olics themselves were to a great extent out of con
tact with the rest of the world, enclosed in their 
own spiritual and religious ghetto. One of the 
chief contributions of Pope John's brief pontificate 
was that he opened the ghetto and told Catholics ...k

to go out and talk to other people, to Protestants, 
to Jews, to Hindus, and even to Communists. He 
realized that without this climate of openness, the 
communication which was essential for mutual 
trust would be out of the question. He insisted on 
making a "clear distinction between false philo
sophical teachings . . . and movements which 
have a direct bearing either on economic or social 
questions or cultural matters . . . " ( P acem in

Terris, n. r 59) It is necessary to communicate 
with those who hold different ideologies when we 
are confronting common problems that can only 
be solved in collaboration. !! we speak different 
languages we must nevertheless attempt to find 
the essential points of agreement without which 
there is, as Cardinal Suenens says, a permanent 
risk of disaster. We must therefore either decide 
t_o continue in a fatal rivalry or begin to trust one 
another in progressive negotiations in which peace 
may eventually be stabilized and guaranteed. 

Jt is the attitude of openness prescribed by 
P acem in Terris that must form our thinkin as 

hristians in time of crisis, and not the closed an 
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phets had been looking forward to the coming of 
the MessiaPas the "Prince of Peace" (Isaias 9:6). 
The Messianic Kingdom was to be a kingdom of 
peace because first of all man would be completely 
reconciled with God and with the hostile forces of 
nature ( Osee 2: 1 8-20) the whole world would 
be full of the manifest knowledge of the divine 
mercy (Isaias 11 :9) and hence men, the sons of 
God and objects of His mercy, would live at peace 
with one another (Isaias 54: 13). The early Chris
tians were filled with the conviction that since the 
Risen Christ had received Lordship over the whole 
cosmos and sent His Spirit to dwell in men ( Acts 
2 : 17) the kingdom of peace was already est ab
lished in the Church. 

This meant a recognition that human nature, 
identical in all men, was assumed by the Logos in 
the Incarnation, and that Christ died out of love 
for all men, in order to live in all men. All were 
henceforth "one in Christ" ( Gal. 3 : 28) and 
Christ Himself was their peace, since His Spirit 
kept them united in supernatural love (Eph. 4: 3). 
The Christian therefore has the obligation to treat 
every other man as Christ Himself, respecting his 
neighbor's life as if it were the life of Christ, his 
rights as if they were the rights of Christ. Even 
if that neighbor shows himself to be unjust, 
wicked and odious to us, the Christian cannot take 
upon himself a final and definitive judgement in 
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Celsum. (3rd century A.D.) Celsus is a conserva
tive who is deeply disturbed by the decay of the 
Roman Empire, and he agrees with many of his 
contemporaries in ascribing that decay to the 
nefarious revolutionary influence of the secret 
society called Christians. The anxiety which 
Celsus, a cultivated pagan, feels over the imminent 
downfall of the society to which he belongs, dis
charges itself in a mixture of contempt and hatred 
upon Jews and above all the new sect of Jews who 
worship Christ. For though he despises the Jews, 
Celsus can tolerate them because their worship 
and customs are "at least traditional." But Chris
tianity is completely subversive of the old religious 
and social order which Celsus conceives to be 
more or less universal and cosmopolitan. His chief 
grievance against the Christians is their claim to 
exclusiveness, to the possession of a special revealed 
truth which forms no part of the socio-religious 
heritage of the various nations, but contradicts all 
known religions, rejecting them along with the. 
traditional norms of culture and civilization. 
Abandoning the reasonable and universal norms 
of polytheism, Christianity, he says, worships a 
crucified Jew. Christians are rebels who deliber
ately cut themselves off from the rest of mankind. 
They are undermining the whole fabric of society 
with their insidious doctrines. Above all, they are 
irresponsible and selfish, indeed anti-social. In-
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and communal life of an entirely new kind, "in 
spirit and in truth." 

The opening lines of the Contra Celsum 
openly declare that it is not only right but 
obligatory to disobey human laws and ignore 
human customs when these are contrary to the 
law of God: 

Suppose that a man were living among the Scythians 
(cannibals) whose laws are contrary to the Divine law, 
who had no opportunity to go elsewhere and was com
pelled to live among them; such a man for the sake 
of the true law, though illegal among the Scythians, 
would rightly form associations with like-minded people 
contrary to the laws of the Scythians . . . It is not 
wrong to form associations against the errors for the 
sake of truth. 

(Contra Celsum, I, I) 

But among other things, the Christians are 
united against war, in obedience to Christ. This is 
one of their chief differences with the rest of 
society. 

No longer do we take the sword against any nations nor 
do we learn war any more since we have become the 
sons of peace through Jesus who is our author instead of 
following the traditional customs by which we were 
strangers to the covenant. (Ibid., V, 33) 

Origen argues, then, that if Christians refuse 
military service it does not mean that they do not 
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