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CLINIC MISSION

To express, through 
service and scholarship, a 

commitment to serve 
poor and disenfranchised 

members of the 
community through 

promoting social justice 
and the common good.

To help law students 
become reflective, 

ethical, creative, zealous, 
and justifiably confident 
advocates who value pro 
bono and public interest 

work. 



WHAT IS A CLINIC?
A “clinic” is a course in 
which students 
represent clients under 
the direct supervision of 
a member of the 
Villanova Law  faculty. 

Each clinic includes 
classroom sessions and 
tutorial meetings with 
the faculty member, plus 
work on assigned cases.

In various legal settings
students experience the 
satisfaction of 
functioning as a 
professional for those 
who otherwise may not 
be represented.

Since clinics are courses, 
students earn credit for 
experiential learning. 

Students interested in 
taking a clinic should not 
feel that they must have a 
particular interest in a 
specific area of law – this 
is not a prerequisite. In 
fact, students often excel 
in learning a new area of 
law and using that 
knowledge to benefit 
their clients.

Students engage in the 
practice of law, which 
enables them to reflect 
on the interaction 
between practice and 
theory and on the role of 
the lawyer in our society.

http://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/law/clinic/students/clinicdesc.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/law.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2014/0915.html


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CLINIC AND EXTERNSHIP?

Externship: Students with 
externships are matched 
with judges or lawyers 
working for law firms and 
government agencies. 
Externship students assist
the judges or attorneys for 
whom they work.

Clinic: In a clinic, students 
are certified by the court to 
practice law and act as 
“student attorneys” for their 
clients. Clinical experience 
integrates research, writing, 
interviewing, counseling,  
case planning and 
representing clients either in 
court or in their business 
transactions.

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/academics/externships.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic.html


FAST FACTS
During the spring 2019 semester, Tax Clinic students 
attended U.S. Tax Court twice to represent clients and 
provide advice to taxpayers.

In 2018, the Health Law Clinic served 26 clients.

In 2017, students in the Farmworker Legal Aid Clinic 
committed 3,093 hours in service to PA farmworkers.

In 2018, the Civil Justice clinic served 29 clients.

In 2019-2020, CFLE students will have handled 
approximately 30 matters for 6 small businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and non-profits. Students also engaged 
in advocacy to support community empowerment 
through business and transactional law and 
entrepreneurship.

In 2016, CARES won asylum for 10 refugees and 
worked hundreds of hours preparing other cases for 
trial.



LOCATION

• Student work areas
• Library with practitioner 

materials 
• Conference and 

interview rooms with 
digital recording 
equipment for client 
interviews, role-plays, 
and moots. 

Our in-house law office 
is located on the first 
floor of the law school 
building. The clinic 
office is open to all 
clinic students 24 hours 
a day, seven days a 
week.



TYPES OF CLINICS
Civil Justice: Representing 
low-income clients in a range 
of civil disputes, including  
family law, housing, 
employment, government 
benefits, consumer claims, 
and wrongful accusation of 
child abuse or neglect. 6 
credits.

Clinic for Asylum, Refugee 
and Emigrant Services 
(CARES): Representing 
refugees who have fled human 
rights abuses in their home 
countries and seek asylum in 
the U.S. Students manage 
cases before the Federal 
Immigration Court and asylum 
officers. CARES students save 
client lives and reunite clients 
with family. 8 credits.

Law and Entrepreneurship:
Represent entrepreneurs, 
and both for profit and non 
profit social and community 
enterprises in the 
Philadelphia region. Legal 
matters may include 
formation, governance, 
contract drafting, regulatory 
compliance, and other issues. 
Students do not attend court. 
6 credits.

Farmworker Legal Aid Clinic 
(FLAC): Representing clients 
living and working in 
agricultural settings in 
eastern Pennsylvania. 
Students work with Spanish 
interpreters and manage 
cases in employment, 
immigration, and family law. 
6 credits.

Federal Tax: Representing low-
income taxpayers in federal 
tax  proceedings and 
controversies with the IRS. 
Students do not need 
extensive experience with tax 
law to enroll in this clinic. 6 
credits.

Interdisciplinary Mental and 
Physical Health Law: 
Representing low-income 
clients in health-related 
matters, including health 
insurance disputes, access to 
treatment, surrogate decision-
making and proof of disability. 
6 credits

Advanced Advocacy: Available 
to students who have already 
completed a clinic. 2-4 credits. 

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/articles/sperlinginterview.htmlhttp:/www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/students/clinicdesc.html
http://articles.philly.com/2013-12-20/news/45381244_1_s-r-law-school-gay-man
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o99oO7wO9NU
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2015/0126.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/articles/bolasinterview.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2014/1117.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2014/0915.html
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BENEFITS OF TAKING A CLINIC

• Increased marketability
to employers

• Improvement in key 
lawyering skills and 
values

• Understanding of how 
legal theories are put 
into practice

• Real world experience 
in how the law works for 
people with pressing 
legal matters

• A mentoring
relationship with a 
professor

• A heightened sense of 
confidence

• A feeling of 
accomplishment for 
having helped clients



“[Our client’s] co-founders did not treat us like law students; they treated us like their attorneys 

with whom they tasked important and meaningful work.  As the semester progressed, [the 

client’s] business goals for our work evolved. I learned to embrace change—change course, 

change the objectives of the final product and change any feeling of self-doubt into one of 

confidence in being able to deliver a suitable product.  In the end, we created a practical, usable 

and legally sound product that met the goals of our client.  It instilled newfound confidence in 

my abilities to be an attorney. – Alexander Madrak,  Clinic for Law & Entrepreneurship



“Participating in the Tax Clinic was the most valuable 
experience I had in law school. It helped me bridge the gap 
between being a student preparing for exams and actual legal 
work. It was our responsibility to gather the facts and 
develop a strategy for each case depending on the client’s 
unique circumstances. As an attorney practicing tax 
controversy, the lessons I learned in the Clinic allowed me to 
hit the ground running at my firm.”  
-Brian Gardner, Federal Tax Clinic



STUDENT REPRESENTATION

You interview, counsel and 
manage all communications 
with your client.

You identify your client’s 
goals, and the issues 
affecting your clients and 
the resources available for 
resolving them.

You investigate the facts 
and law of your client’s 
case.

Student responsibility for the legal representation of clients is the central feature of 
Villanova’s Clinical Program. Clinical students acquire fundamental lawyering 
skills by assuming direct responsibility for case management and preparation. The 
client is fundamentally your client.

You identify and resolve the 
ethical issues that arise.

You develop a case theory 
and plan to achieve client 
goals.

You draft complaints, 
answers, motions, exhibits, 
applications, briefs, 
contracts, memos, 
professional 
correspondence, and more.

You conduct discovery.

http://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/law/clinic/students/clinicdesc.html#itemtab2


“Although I learned much about the law while at VLS, one of my most valuable 
experiences was learning about the ‘practice of law’ through the Farmworker 
Clinic. The clinic was a rare opportunity to gain real life experience in client and file 
management, research, and courtroom etiquette. Even now, I apply these skills in 
my practice on a daily basis.” 
–Jamie R. Hall, Farmworker Legal Aid Clinic



WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO TAKE A CLINIC?

Many students see the clinic 
as a transition between law 

school and their professional  
careers. Taking a clinic as a 3L 

allows students to take 
additional courses that can 
apply to their clinical work. 

Some clinics have 
prerequisites which preclude 

students from enrolling 
earlier. Lastly, 3Ls have 

priority for a majority of 
clinic spaces.

2L
Some students enroll in a 
clinical course in their second 
year of law school, enabling 
them to assume the role of 
lawyer as early as possible, 
apply their classroom learning 
to real cases, provide valuable 
services to clients in 
disadvantaged populations, 
and prepare themselves to 
make the most of their 2L 
summer employment.

3L

http://www1.villanova.edu/content/dam/villanova/law/documents/forms/Clinics/Clinical%20Program%20Recruitment%20Brochure.pdf
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/students/planclinic.html


In the Spring of 2018,  Tax Clinic students Joey Talarico and ChristyanTelech educated 
taxpayers about fraud and tax scams at the Mexican Consulate in Philadelphia. 



ORIENTATION

• Clinics participate in one to 
three days of orientation

• Introduction to clients and 
supervisors

• Introduction to law office 
procedures, resources, and 
staff

• Introduction to techniques 
for interviewing clients and 
managing cases. 

“We gained a sense of 
comfort and familiarity 
with the different 
components of the clinic 
and established a good 
relationship with our 
supervisors.” – Alexandra 
Skarka, FLAC
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CIVIL JUSTICE CLINIC
CASE STUDY: Ms. W was 
facing eviction and her 
Landlord was seeking nearly 
$4,000 in rent and fees. She 
had withheld rent due to 
habitability concerns 
pertaining to persistent 
problems with insects and 
rodents. In addition, Ms. W 
has spent a large sum of 
money on extermination 
costs and making certain 
improvements to her unit. 
She needed time to find a 
new residence and Ms. W did 
not want a money judgment 
against her. The students 
worked to negotiate an 
agreement with opposing 
counsel in Municipal Court. 
Ms. W was provided 60 days 
to vacate and no money 
judgment was entered. 



CARES -- CLINIC FOR ASYLUM, REFUGEE & 
EMIGRANT SERVICES

Why did you enroll in CARES?
When I had summer jobs at law 
firms, I usually did behind-the-
scenes work. I wanted to do a 
clinic because it offers practical 
experience. I applied for CARES 
specifically after going on a 
service trip to San Diego, which 
focused on immigration issues, 
such as persecution, crime and 
poverty. I was heartbroken over 
some of the stories I heard and 
wanted to become an advocate 
for these immigrants. 

What is most rewarding about 
CARES?
If you win your case, you’re 
saving someone’s life. You only 
have a certain amount of effect 

over whether or not your client 
gets asylum, but you know you 
gave that person the best chance. 

What is the legal process like?
Our job was to build credibility  for 
our client that what the client said 
happened, actually happened. We 
collected information and did our 
own research on the country to 
build a case. We conducted client 
interviews and contacted people 
who knew our client here and in 
their home country. The goal for 
the semester was to draft a brief 
that explained why our client’s 
situation met all the requirements 
of asylum law and to have all of 
that backed up with evidence: 
news reports, affidavits, proof. 

Christine Marcozzi
Haddonfield, NJ

CARES

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/mission/campusministry/service/breakexperiences.html
http://articles.philly.com/2013-12-20/news/45381244_1_s-r-law-school-gay-man
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2013/121813.html


“CARES was my most meaningful, practical and educational experience during my time 
at VLS. Not only did it allow me to help better the life of my client and her children, but it 
also helped me secure a career in the field of Immigration Law. I am forever grateful for 
my experience in the clinic.” –Christopher Casazza, CARES Clinic

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/articles/caresarticle.html


FEDERAL TAX CLINIC

Why did you decide to enroll in 
your clinical program?
I learn more from doing 
something, so I wanted 
general hands-on experience 
with a client. I wanted to get 
some of those practical skills 
of working with clients and 
taking on live issues.  It’s 
useful to work with others 
and learn firsthand about tax 
law.

What are you most excited 
about?
I am excited about helping 
people who would not 
otherwise be able to get legal 
representation. We give 
attention to very difficult.

problems for people who 
might not be able to afford 
counsel or be able to represent 
themselves.

Any advice for prospective 
students?
Doing a clinic before 
graduation should definitely be 
a top priority. Clinics teach 
valuable skills to have going 
into the workforce, including 
working with other people. 
The clinic prepares you for 
interviews and offers hands-on 
experience. Employers also 
want to know what my work 
experience has been rather 
than my classroom experience, 
and the clinic provides that.

Timothy Galaz
Tucson, AZ

Federal Tax  Clinic

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2014/0509.html


“The Villanova Law Clinic was my introduction to 
tax and the work I do now. Professor Fogg was 
instrumental in helping me learn more about 
tax law and connecting me with opportunities in 
the field. Recently, I assisted the Southern 
Poverty Law Center in filing tax returns for 
individuals who had received settlement 
payments as a result of lawsuits for unpaid 
wages. It was a multi-step process to file one big 
return: I determined which clients needed an I10 
tax form, acquired necessary documentation, and 
communicated with the clients back and forth to 
help them apply. Not only do academic clinics, 
such as the Villanova Law Clinic, teach students 
about tax controversy, but they are also in a good 
position to partner with organizations that need 
additional support, especially in tax areas. “

-LanyVillalobos, Christine Brunswick Public 
Service Tax Fellow at the Pennsylvania 
Farmworker Project , Federal Tax Clinic ‘14



FARMWORKER LEGAL AID CLINIC (FLAC)

What is FLAC? 
We work with farmworkers 
involved in civil cases, including 
labor disputes, immigration 
issues, family law, and personal 
injury. The students in the clinic 
are 100% in charge of one to 
three cases. Students work with a 
partner and a supervisor, who is a 
professor in the law school. 

What is the biggest reward of 
working in a clinic?
We have minimal client contact 
during regular classes, so building 
a case and relationship with a 
client really helped us learn how 
to practice law.

How do you contend with 
language barriers when working 
with non-English speakers?
It’s common that the clients are 
non-English speaking, so we work 
with interpreters. For phone calls, 
we always have a live interpreter. 
For documents, we send 
interpretations via email.

Any advice for prospective 
students?
A clinic should be required in legal 
education. I encourage students to 
do a clinic and to be open-minded. 
When you come to law school, you 
may find you are interested in 
something else than you thought. 

Alexandra Skarka
Lawrence, KS 

FLAC

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2015/0126.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/clinic/articles/skarkainterview.html
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/newsroom/webstories/2014/022514.html


“I am thankful to God for finding very special 
people like you. I remember you with a lot of 
love and care and I would recommend others 
so you can help them. Thank you to everyone 
for a good performance.”  -Client (translated 
from Spanish)



INTERDISCIPLINARY PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH 
LAW CLINIC (HEALTH LAW CLINIC) 

What was your health law 
clinic experience?
My Health Law Clinic 
experience was absolutely eye 
opening. Not only was I 
exposed to a legal field I knew 
nothing about, but I also 
realized the injustices that low-
income individuals face when 
they are without 
representation. The experience 
I had working for the HLC has 
encouraged me to give back to 
the community in whatever 
way I can, no matter where or 
what I end up practicing.

What advice do you have for a 
student considering the clinic?
I had a guardianship case and it 
forced me to dive in and 
research the topic, rules and 
regulations in a vigorous 
manner. 
My advice to newcomers would 
be to believe in yourself and 
know that all of us before you 
have felt exactly what you will 
feel when you are given your 
first case. With the help and 
support of all the Clinic faculty 
and your fellow Clinic peers, 
anything is possible!

Zahra Syed
Orlando, FL

Class of 2020
Health Law



In 2019-2020, CFLE student attorneys:

• Drafted contracts, advised on entity choice, intellectual property, formation, and governance for  
entrepreneurs and small businesses across various sectors.

• Assisted an arts nonprofit on corporate structuring and advised on bylaws and tax compliance.
• Helped an urban farm expand its operations geographically and comply with food safety regulations.
• Engaged in community education on corporate structure, governance, and other legal information 

for a coalition addressing food and land insecurity.

And so much more!

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/academics/CLEI.html


Client Feedback

Your organization and Matt and Liz were simply terrific!   . . . I enjoyed 
speaking with Matt and Liz. They were very professional and quite 

responsive to my requests. . . . Thank you! (Mohamed L.)

Thanks so much for the support! We're lucky to be working with you 
and the student lawyers! (Annie W.)

First I would like to thank you and the students at Villanova Law School’s 
Clinic for Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  We thoroughly enjoyed 

working with the students and would like to propose another project . . . 
(Janice K.)

WOW!! What a great meeting with Malia and Kristyn yesterday.  I am 
excited about what we can accomplish with this project.  (Tom C.)



THE CLINIC IN THE NEWS

http://articles.philly.com/2013-12-20/news/45381244_1_s-r-law-school-gay-man
http://articles.philly.com/2015-02-17/news/59200787_1_asylum-seekers-asylum-system-asylum-claim
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/prelaw_2015winter/#/14
http://villanovamagazine.villanova.edu/i/322365/11


FACULTY

Deeya Haldar
Director, Civil Justice

Rebecca Feldmann
Director, CARES

Christine Speidel
Director, Tax

Caitlin Barry
Director, FLAC

Michael Campbell
Director, Health

Komal Vaidya
Director, CFLE

Frances Kreimer
Fellow, CARES



CONTACT INFORMATION

Address and Phone 
Number

Villanova University
Charles Widger School of Law
Clinical Program
299 N. Spring Mill Road
Villanova, PA 19085

David E. Worby Clinic Office: 
First floor of Villanova Law 
School

Phone: (610) 519-5894
Linea Espanola: (866) 655-4419
Fax: (610) 519-5173
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