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FOUNDATION BIBLE THL 8001 

TUESDAY 4:30 – 6:50 PM. DR. ETHAN SCHWARTZ 

 Examination of basic questions and research methods in biblical studies. Special 
attention to the relationships between faith and culture 

FOUNDATION ETHICS THL 8004 

THURSDAYS 9:00 – 11:20 AM. DR. GERALD BEYER 

This course introduces students to important themes, thinkers, and issues within the 
discipline of Christian ethics.  Part of our energy will be devoted to studying canonical 
sources, which have been mainstays in Christian ethical deliberation.  Yet the discipline 
of Christian ethics is also remarkably broad and diverse, so another focus will be to 
show students the different kinds of moral deliberation along with the different kinds 
of communities out of which they have emerged.  Finally, as ethics is concerned about 
evaluating behavior, another part of this course engages seminal contemporary issues 
that will also prove to be challenging to the Christian community in the future. 
 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF GRACE AND REDEMPTION THL 8101 

WEDNESDAYS 11:30 – 1:50 PM. DR. CAREY WALSH 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8001 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

This course is focused on the dynamic of grace and human growth in a selection of 
characters from the Hebrew Bible. Redemption is God's healing grace that restores a 
person and a people back to their original, created purpose.  The struggles and growth 
of various biblical characters offer testimony to how God's providence acts in concert 
with human receptivity. Spiritual growth and the promise of a life more abundant are 
the foundations of Israel's journey in the Bible. Through study of their journey, we will 
explore how grace and redemption have shaped our own spiritual lives. On a broader 
level, we will address the hermeneutical problem of the clash of worldviews between 
the Bible and the contemporary world. In addition, we will explore how to speak of 
grace, redemption, and God in pastoral care within the secularizing culture of today. 
Grace and redemption are both God's active means of communicating care and 
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enabling human flourishing. The challenge is to attune others this experience of a living 
God in their lives. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SPIRITUALITIES THL 8135 

MONDAYS 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. PETER SPITALER 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8001 & 8003 

The course introduces students to New Testament (NT) spirituality studies by surveying 
elements of spirituality developed in NT literature, including prayer, vision, worship, 
conflict, and practice. Course participants investigate select NT passages from historical 
critical, literary, theological, and social science perspectives to understand both the 
historical and contemporary significance of biblical spiritual reasoning and deliberate 
implications for contemporary spiritual experience. 

GOD IN PROCESS THOUGHT THL 8260 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. ILIA DELIO     

PREREQUISITE: THL 8000 

HYBRID MODALITY 

Process theism typically refers to a family of theological ideas originating in, inspired 
by, or in agreement with the metaphysical orientation of the English philosopher-
mathematician Alfred North Whitehead (1861–1947) and the American philosopher, 
Charles Hartshorne (1897–2000).  Both Whitehead and Hartshorne held that God is 
fully involved in and affected by temporal processes. This idea contrasts with 
traditional forms of theism that hold God to be or at least conceived as being, in all 
respects non-temporal (eternal), unchanging (immutable,) and unaffected by the world 
(impassible). Process theism is a philosophical theology in the sense that it is not 
grounded in claims of special insight or revealed truth but in philosophical reflection. 
Specifically, process theism takes the categories of becoming, change, and time as 
foundational for metaphysics. In order to bring out this philosophy’s emphasis on 
relatedness, many scholars refer to it as process-relational philosophy. Whitehead’s 
preferred expression for his metaphysical viewpoint is “the philosophy of organism.” 
The roots of process thought raise the questions:  Is process thought only a philosophy 
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of immanence and relatedness?  Is God a principle or person in process thought? Is 
there a catholic approach to process philosophy? This course will examine various 
aspects of process theism, including the existence of God, divine immutability, divine 
creativity, and creation ex nihilo, among other topics, through the ideas of Whitehead 
and others, including Teilhard de Chardin. Foundations of Process theology will be 
considered in relation to classical theology. A critical examination of Catholic theology, 
and the reaction of Catholic theologians to Process theology, will be considered in light 
of our scientific-technological milieu. The course will be offered as a hybrid course and 
will include on-site and online meetings, as noted in the syllabus.   

ORTHODOXY & EPISTEMOLOGY THL 8290 

TUESDAY 2:00 – 4:20 PM. DR. JESSICA MURDOCH 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8000 

HYBRID MODALITY 

Has traditional Catholic faith been rendered obsolete in our (post)postmodern age? Is 
it comprehensible? Is it still tenable? These are the principal questions we will consider 
in this course. We will examine the critique of religion made by late modern thinkers, 
with an emphasis on the so-called “masters of suspicion”, Freud, Marx and Nietzsche, 
as well as the critique of ontology offered by Heidegger and other postmodern 
thinkers. Theological texts to be read include those by St. Thomas Aquinas, G.K. 
Chesterton, and Jean-Luc Marion, among others. Because this is a course in Catholic 
Fundamental Theology, it will include a discussion of both philosophy and theology 
under the aegis of what is typically construed as metaphysics and epistemology. This is 
a hybrid course. We will be meeting in person every other week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please be aware that dates and times listed below may change. Please see the Master Schedule for 
official course days/times. 

 

- 5 - 

CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL ETHICS THL 8320 

THURSDAY 4:30 – 6:50 PM. DR. MARK GRAHAM 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8004 

Catholic moral theology underwent something of a revolution during the 20th 
century.  From the late 1800s to the eve of the Second Vatican Council, Catholic moral 
theology was dominated by the neo-Thomist manualists, and coupled with the official 
ecclesiastical approval granted the manuals, they achieved a theological unification 
and homogenization probably unprecedented in the Roman Catholic Church’s 
history.  By the early 1960s, however, the neo-Thomist manuals fell into disrepute and 
the remarkable synthesis the manualists had achieved was dead.  What emerged 
afterward was a robust pluralism that continues to this day.  Part of this course is 
designed to introduce students to this pluralism and the many theological avenues 
taken by Catholic moral theologians recently.  

    Another goal of this course is a critical assessment of certain strands of Catholic 
moral theology, which is ultimately geared toward determining whether, or to what 
degree, these moral theologies are relevant, cogent, and persuasive today.  Since a 
historical perspective is helpful in understanding the contours of subsequent 
developments in Catholic moral theology, we will spend time analyzing seminal texts 
and events that have impacted contemporary Catholic moral theology.  Yet most of 
this course will be spent on recent developments in Catholic moral theology and our 
purpose will be critical and constructive.    
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL THOUGHT THL 8350 

TUESDAYS 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. GERALD BEYER 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8004 

Description forthcoming.  

 

 

 

 

VATICAN II AND GLOBAL CATHOLICISM THL 8445 

TUESDAYS 4:30 – 6:50 PM. DR. MASSIMO FAGGIOLI 

 This Master course examines the Second Vatican Council in its historical background, 
its unfolding, and its theological legacy in the global Church today. The first part of the 
course will put Vatican II in its historical context and study the history of the event 
between 1959 and 1965. The second part of the course will analyze the texts of the 
most important of the sixteen final documents of Vatican II, with special attention to 
the four constitutions, the declarations on religious liberty and non-Christian religion, 
and the decree on ecumenism. The third part of the course will examine the council’s 
legacy in the Church over the past fifty years through a study of the reception debate 
from 1965 to today, with special attention to the reception of Vatican II in the global 
Church. 
 

FOUNDATION HISTORY THL 8495 

THURSDAY 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. KEVIN HUGHES  

 This course will address some key texts for the approach to Church history, historical 
theology, and the history of Christianity, more generally. As such, it will serve as an 
introduction to the history of the discipline and to its methods and practices.  
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SOUND & SPIRITUALITY THL 8510 

THURSDAY 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. BRETT GRAINGER 

PREREQUISITE: THL 8003 

What makes certain sounds “spiritual” to our ears and how has spirituality become 
associated with certain sounds in modern American life? How have certain sounds been 
racialized, received as direct expressions of authentic “blackness” or “whiteness” or as 
“eastern” and “western”? How have these sounds become pervasive (ambient) in 
modern life in ways that challenge our notions of the secular? And how have 
developments in the recording industry—including recording technology, 
instrumentation (i.e., synthesizers), and music consumption (from analog vinyl to 
digital streaming) intersected with these developments?  
  
This graduate seminar proceeds from the view that scholarship on religion and 
spirituality continues to emphasize the eye ahead of the ear, and that sound (a category 
inclusive but not reducible to “music”) has been a principal mode by which Americans 
have experienced the religious in their everyday lives. The method will be 
interdisciplinary, combining perspectives from theology, history, and the social 
sciences. Please note that while musicological approaches will be enlisted, this is not a 
course in musicology but in the cultural reception of sound. The course opens with a 
consideration of recent theoretical and methodological approaches in “sound studies,” 
followed by a series of case studies drawn from a range of modern religious traditions 
and musical genres. A central theme will be the dual sense of sound as both a tool or 
technology of the sacred (a means of accessing spirit) and as the direct manifestation 
of the sacred itself.  
 
 

RELIGIOUS MINORITIES OF INDIA THL 8640 

MONDAY 11:30 – 1:50 PM. DR. KERRY SAN CHIRICO  

This graduate seminar focuses on religious minorities of India—their worldview, 
histories, development, and contemporary challenges. This semester we focus on four 
discrete religious traditions and two other socio-cultural “minorities” whose 
marginalized identities intersect with the religious: Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, 
Zoroastrianism, along with Dalit (Scheduled Caste) and Tribal (Scheduled Tribe) 
communities. We seek to understand their unique historical, philosophical, theological, 
and sociological contours and contributions while likewise identifying common 
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attributes as the weeks progress. We examine issues facing religious minorities in the 
Indian Republic in the age of economic liberalization and Hindutva (Hindu nationalism), 
while understanding them within a broader historical framework that precedes the 
birth of the modern Indian nation-state. Along the way we explore the nature of 
classification in cultures and religions, multiple and overlapping identities, 
nationalisms, colonialism and postcolonialism, intersectionality, and we query the very 
category “minority” and “religious minority” (its uses, abuses, and ideological 
underpinnings), for there is no perceived minority without a perceived majority. Thus, 
the nature of that majority looms large in this seminar, just as it does for minorities 
throughout India today. Throughout the course, it will be impossible not to turn our 
gaze to the United States, looking for ways that the Indian minority dynamics (and 
practices of minoritization) both illuminate and differ from our own. Readings will be 
carefully chosen to aid us in that comparative endeavor. 

 

THEOLOGICAL PEDAGOGY THL 8701 

THURSDAY 11:30 – 1:50 PM. DR. TIMOTHY HANCHIN 

This seminar initiates the Heart of Teaching program for MTS students in the 
Theological Education track and PhD students. It is the first of two seminars that 
comprise the Heart of Teaching coursework en route to the apprenticeship process. 
Education Seminar 1 addresses the philosophical foundations and pedagogical 
approaches for theological education at the level of our time. To this end, the seminar 
considers the bearing of Villanova’s Christian mission and Augustinian charism. 
 

 

INCARNATIONAL PEDAGOGIES THL 8710  

THURSDAY 2:00 – 4:20 PM. DR. CHRISTY LANG HEARLSON 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

This course will address teaching from a Christian perspective as a multifaceted 
enterprise that forms body, mind, emotions, spirit, and community. We will begin with 
and constantly return to the theological theme of Incarnation—God’s joining with 
humanity, and with creation, in Jesus Christ, asking what it means to teach and learn 
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“incarnationally.” Key concepts will include incarnation, theological anthropology, 
holistic education, embodiment, affective learning, and experiential learning. The 
course argues that different formulations of the Christian doctrine of incarnation have 
practical implications that affect how we go about teaching. Further, it suggests that if 
we take the incarnation seriously, our experience of teaching can also teach us about 
God. Practically, the course is designed to help students understand and become adept 
at the use of holistic pedagogical methods. 

 

LAY ECCLESIAL MINISTRY  

TUESDAYS 10:00 – 11:20 AM. DR. JOHN EDWARDS 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

Lay ecclesial ministry is not something new within the Christian church; it was evident 
from the very beginnings of Christianity. Jesus sent his followers to announce that the 
Reign of God is at hand. In order to understand the contemporary manifestation of “lay 
ecclesial ministry” within the Christian church, it is necessary to explore the biblical, 
historical, and theological foundations of Christian ministry. A reading and exploration 
of Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation “The Joy of the Gospel” will frame our 
understanding of the “New Evangelization” in relation to ministry. Some emphasis will 
be placed on the documents of Vatican II (Gaudium et Spes and Lumen Gentium) as 
platforms for theological exploration of ministry in the Catholic contemporary context. 
Particular attention will be given to the US Catholic Bishop’s document “Co-Workers in 
the Vineyard of the Lord” as a groundbreaking statement of the role laity in the Catholic 
Church. The course will also explore how contemporary theological understandings of 
ministry might help to inform the vocation and charisms of lay ecclesial ministers. A 
practicum component will enhance the academic study of the theology of ministry. 
Ministry Practicum 2 is a corequisite for this course. 
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INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCIES  

TUESDAY 10:00 – 11:20 AM. DR. JULIA SHEETZ 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

This course seeks to equip students to carry out ministry with sensitivity and 
effectiveness in the current multi-cultural context of American society. Utilizing a 
theological approach rooted in mutual respect and collaborative learning, with an 
emphasis on dialogue, the course focuses on developing cultural competencies for 
ministry in diverse settings. Students will deepen their personal awareness of the 
intersectionality of identities together with their understanding of systemic injustice 
and interlocking social oppressions. They will develop skills for dialogue and 
engagement across lines of identity difference in order to more fully embody ministries 
of compassion and justice. 

 

MINISTRY FIELD EDUCATION 2 THL 8882 

DR. JOSEPH CALDERONE 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

Supervised field experience in an approved setting. Students are mentored by 
approved practicum supervisors and approved site supervisors. Course participation 
serves to deepen student understanding of their field experience and ministerial 
identity. 

 

MINISTRY FIELD EDUCATION 4 THL 8884  

DR. MARGARET MELL 

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

Supervised field experience in a approved setting. Students are mentored by approved 
practicum supervisors and approved site supervisors. Course participation serves to 
deepen student understanding of their field experience and ministerial identity. 
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MINISTRY FIELD EDUCATION 4 THL 8884  

DR. MARGARET MELL       

MMT STUDENTS ONLY 

Supervised field experience in a approved setting. Students are mentored by approved 
practicum supervisors and approved site supervisors. Course participation serves to 
deepen student understanding of their field experience and ministerial identity. 
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