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THEOLOGICAL PEDAGOGY THL 8701 

THURSDAY 11:30 – 1:50 PM. DR. TIMOTHY HANCHIN 

This seminar initiates the Heart of Teaching program for MTS students in the 
Theological Education track and PhD students. It is the first of two seminars that 
comprise the Heart of Teaching coursework en route to the apprenticeship process. 
Education Seminar 1 addresses the philosophical foundations and pedagogical 
approaches for theological education at the level of our time. To this end, the seminar 
considers the bearing of Villanova’s Christian mission and Augustinian charism. 

 

TEACHING PRACTICUM THL 8703 

DR. TIMOTHY HANCHIN         

DR. CHRISTY LANG HEARLSON 

Independent teaching with supervision and mentorship. 

 

JUSTICE IN THE BIBLICAL TRADITION THL 9105 

WEDNESDAY 2:00 – 4:20 PM. DR. ETHAN SCHWARTZ 

The Hebrew Bible has a complicated relationship with justice. On the one hand, it 
clearly and repeatedly affirms justice as a value. On the other hand, it has been wielded 
as an instrument of injustice for virtually its entire history. Among those who have 
inherited the Bible as scripturally or culturally authoritative, there is a regnant 
paradigm for understanding this seeming paradox: it reflects a struggle over justice 
within the Bible itself, between the three domains of prophecy, law, and worship. On 
this view, to be a prophet is to speak boldly on behalf of justice against the 
oppressiveness of legal authority and the vanity of official worship. Those who mobilize 
the Bible toward justice are the heirs of prophets, while those who use it to perpetuate 
injustice are the heirs of jurists and priests. In this course, we will critically investigate 
the biblical bases and subsequent intellectual history of this paradigm. How does the 
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Bible construct prophecy in relation to justice? Why do these constructions so 
frequently turn on criticism of the legal and cultic spheres? How do later figures, 
beginning with Jesus and continuing on to contemporary theologians and activists, 
adopt and/or transform these constructions? By pursuing these questions, we will 
problematize the widely assumed unity of prophecy and justice in opposition to law 
and worship. In so doing, we will gain a more complex appreciation of justice as a 
pluriform biblical value—and, in turn, of the richness of the Bible as a resource for 
contemporary justice-oriented theology. 

LITURGY & CULTURE THL 9200 

MONDAY 2:00 – 4:20 PM. DR. TIMOTHY BRUNK 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “The great religions of mankind witness, 
often impressively, to this cosmic and symbolic meaning of religious rites. The liturgy 
of the Church presupposes, integrates and sanctifies elements from creation and 
human culture, conferring on them the dignity of signs of grace, of the new creation 
in Jesus Christ.” [no. 1149]  
 

Looking at the sweep of liturgical development over two millennia and then in-depth 
at issues related to China, Black Catholics in the USA, and Hispanic Catholics in the USA, 
this course will address the relationship between liturgy and culture.  How did very early 
Christian liturgy relate to the Jewish socio-cultural world?  How did Christian liturgy 
navigate the switch from persecuted minority in the Roman Empire to state religion?  
How did Christian liturgy find a home in Central Europe?  How did eucharistic 
controversies affect liturgy?  What was the impact of the Reformation and of Trent?  
How did the Enlightenment and the Romantic Movement affect liturgy?  What was the 
impact of the twentieth-century liturgical movement?    

INDIGENOUS ETHICS THL 9300 

TUESDAY 11:30 – 1:50 PM. DR. DANA LLOYD 

PHD STUDENTS ONLY – NO OVERRIDES 

In this class we will explore ethical questions related to Native American and Indigenous 
peoples, and we will also think about what it means to approach ethical questions from 
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Indigenous perspectives. Should Indigenous peoples strive for recognition by and 
reconciliation with states and churches? Can we live ethically with Indigenous peoples 
without giving back stolen Indigenous lands? How should we go about protecting 
Indigenous sacred sites from destruction? Or Indigenous children from being taken 
from their Indigenous homes? Or Indigenous women from being sexually assaulted? Is 
this the responsibility of government agents? Should federal courts have jurisdiction 
over Indigenous people’s lives? Is monogamy a colonial lifestyle? How can we do 
academic (ethnographic, archeological, scientific) research ethically? Should a white 
person even teach this course? We will try to answer these questions and others in 
conversation with Indigenous scholars, lawyers, authors, and activists, and we will do it 
all on Leni-Lenape land. 

 

AUGUSTINE & AUGUSTINIANISMS THL 9400 

MONDAY 7:00 – 9:20 PM. DR. JONATHAN YATES 

This course has been substantially revised in light of necessary curricular changes 
within the TRS Ph.D. Program. Whereas Augustine’s context, life, thought, and 
influence were previously covered via a two-course sequence, these topics are now all 
covered in this one course.  
Thematic questions for THL-9400 include: What exactly does it mean to be an heir of 
Augustine’s legacy or “Augustinianism”? Why has this legacy been so fiercely 
debated? Why is “Augustinianism” such a difficult concept to define? What does it 
mean to be “Augustinian” in today’s world? 
 The first half of this course will pursue these complexities by deepening your 
knowledge of Augustine’s life and thought, and by paying particular attention to 
teachings (e.g., sin, grace, human sexuality, and predestination/election) that have 
made him the single most influential post-biblical theologian in the history of 
western Christianity.  
 The second half of this course will selectively sample of the ways in which both 
the figure and the teaching of Augustine were invoked in the centuries after his 
death. How (and by whom) was the figure of Augustine transmitted? How (and what 
parts) of his work managed to survive? Which of his works were read most widely? In 
what contexts? By whom? This half of the course will also trace the development of 
Augustinianism both intellectually and chronologically via primary readings drawn 
the following periods: Late Antiquity, Medieval, Reformation, Modern, and Post-
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modern/Contemporary. It will also address the future of Augustinianism at least 
briefly.  
 Cumulatively, this course will show why and how Augustine continues to impact 
the intellectual and theological context of our own day—for the better or for the 
worse. 
 

THE SPIRITUAL GUIDE THL 9510 

WEDNESDAY 4:30 -6:50 PM.  FR. MARTIN LAIRD 

Throughout the Christian centuries there have been great listeners, people deeply 
skilled in the art of listening and who see into the deep places of the heart.  People in 
need of being listened to somehow found their way to them.  Such listeners served as 
the “spiritual guide.” This primary focus of this course is twofold.  (1) Who were some 
of these people with a lebh shomea? (2) What sorts of people sought them out, 
whether in person or through letters?  Why did they seek out these spiritual guides?  
What sorts of things did they want to talk about?  What life-pain did they need to 
express by someone deemed to be experienced, wise, and at home with pain and 
failure? What wisdom was transmitted to them?  
Among those spiritual guides we will get to know through patient reading of texts in 
context include some of the fourth-century desert Christians in Egypt such as Evagrius 
of Pontus and in Palestine Sts. Barsanuphius and John (nicknamed “the old man” and 
“the other old man”), representative authors from the Philokalia, Guigo II, Meister 
Eckhart, St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, Madame Jeanne Guyon, Evelyn 
Underhill, among others. 
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