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The Art of Suffering 
Can we make sense of the plight of human suffering? How do we teach ourselves to see the 
good, even in the most desperate of times? 
 

Blaire Bernstein The Nature of Cruelty: Spectators, Participants, and Casualties 
What is the role of observing cruelty in the human experience? How does our participation in 
institutions that perpetuate cruelty affect our ability to be virtuous? 
 

Eliza Clark The Experience of Homelessness in Philadelphia 
What is human dignity in relation to the experience of homelessness? Is human dignity upheld 
on the streets or within the social good services available in Philadelphia? 
 

Briana Connolly Ambition in Political Life 
What kind of ambition is proper in politics? How can great historical figures serve as a model 
for virtuous ambition? 
 

Nazelie 
Doghramadjian  

Is Knowledge for You? Epistemic Injustice and Worldbuilding 
How does epistemic injustice and intellectual segregation shape the type of knowledge some 
do or do not cultivate? 
 

Morgan Hazel ...But Why?: The Necessity of a Humanities Based Education in an Increasingly 
Competitive Society 
How can an education centered around the values of the Humanities positively influence our 
society? 
 

Patrick Hudak Acedia, Psychopathology, and the Human Person: Exploring Walker Percy's The 
Moviegoer and the Necessity of Meaning 
How can psychological ailment be understood within the realm of spirituality? More 
specifically, in what ways is the sin of acedia, "a sadness about the spiritual good," relevant to 
understanding mental illness as a human phenomenon?  
 

Simran Kripalani Death and Dying: The Literature, Philosophy, & Practices of Adult & Pediatric End-
of-life Care 
Can you ever die a “good death,” and, if so, what factors contribute to dying a “good 
death”? Does this change in the pediatric setting? How can healthcare professionals aid in 
end-of-life care? 
 

Jordan McDonald The Tension of Technology: How Technological Progress Has Altered the Course of 
the Environment and Humanity 
With society's continued push towards technological progress, has the depletion and neglect 
of the natural world hindered the human person’s ability to live the good life? 
 

David Miranda Beauty and Restlessness: The Human Struggle Against, and Reconciliation With, 
Epiphany and Divine Ascent  
What is the role of beauty in the human engagement of restlessness for God? Why is it that 
humans struggle to properly orient themselves to earthly and divine beauty?  
 

Laura Spence The Still Point of the Turning World: T. S. Eliot, Wendell Berry, and Memory 
What is the role of memory in a human life? Does Hannah Coulter’s intensely nostalgic vision 
of the world hold her hostage or deepen her understanding of her relationship with family and 
place? 
 

Ethan Swain God With Us: The Eucharist and Human Deification 
Can the theological concept of deification provide us with a deeper understanding, reverence, 
and awe, for the gift of the Eucharist and its effects?  
 

Vaishnavi Warrier The (Sacred) Sound of Music: Music as a Catalyst for Spiritual Transcendence 
Can music initiate or intensify spiritual experiences, helping us understand the divine in a 
more wholesome way within boundaries of religion? 
 

Rebecca Walters From Genesis to the Gospel of John: Biblical Themes and their Key Passages 
How can one use certain passages to highlight central themes of the Bible? 
 

Elizabeth Williams  
 

Universal Particularities: Exploring Cultural-Linguistic Understandings of Human 
Rights in the United States and Italy 
International human rights law attempts to create "universal" legislation. Can philology help 
us understand cultures and languages in an attempt to pursue the universal human good? 
 


