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The Big Picture:  

Parishes from 30,000 feet 





Catholic Population Distribution 
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Regional Distribution Since 1950 



Population and Parish Mismatch 

County Number of 

Parishes 

Rank Number of 

Catholics 

Rank 

Cook, Illinois 371 1 1,947,223   2 

Los Angeles, California 274 2 3,542,994   1 

Allegheny, Pennsylvania 179 3 460,672 15 

Wayne, Michigan 149 4 297,283 38 

Worcester, Massachusetts 117 5 306,925 35 

San Diego, California 115 6 801,850   4 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 114 7 378,561 22 

Erie, New York 109 8 352,894 28 

New York, New York 109 9 323,325 32 

Harris, Texas 109 10 741,896   6 



Aging Infrastructure 
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Source:  Gray, Mark M., Mary L. Gautier, and Melissa A. Cidade.  2011.  The Changing Face of U.S. Catholic Parishes.  Available at:  
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Uneven Aging Infrastructure 



Newer Parishes are Larger 
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          Number of Priests 
Not enough ordinations to keep up 

with priests who are retiring, dying, 

and leaving… 

….leads to an almost 1:1 

ratio of priests to parishes 



Projections of Parishes without a Resident Pastor 





Varying Models of Parish Leadership 

Parish Leadership 

Percentage of all 

parishes 

Parish life coordinator    <5% 

Consolidated parish   7 

Multi-parish ministry 27 

 Consolidated: Parishes recently experiencing 

consolidation indicated that one or more of the 

following had happened since January 1, 2005: 1) 

the parish was created (erected) as the result of a 

merger with at least one other parish; or 2) parish 

membership or territory was affected by the closing 

or suppression of a parish. 

 

 Multi-parish Ministry: Parishes experiencing multi-parish 

ministry (clustered, linked, yoked, twinned, paired, or 

are sister parishes with at least one other parish). 

 

 PLC Parish: Canon 517.2; entrusted to deacon or lay 

person 



A Closer Demographic View 



Age Distribution of Respondents 



Age Distribution by Race/Ethnicity 

The overall mean = 53 years old 

 

The White, non-Hispanic mean = 

55 years old 

 

The Hispanic mean = 45 years old 

 

The other minority mean = 48 

years old 



Some things are not different…. 



Some things are different… 

Minority respondents are more likely than 
white, non-Hispanic respondents to 
“strongly agree” that: 

 

• Parishioners of different cultures 
participate in parish life together 

 

• I am comfortable with the increasing 
racial or ethnic diversity of the parish 

 

• Having people of different cultural 
backgrounds here enriches the parish 

 

• The diversity in the parish is reflected in 
the diversity of the parish staff. 









Drive-by Catholics 



Parish 

Attractors 



Satisfaction of Parishioners and Parish 

Leaders Compared 



Worship and Parish Involvement 



More than 75 million Americans self-
identify their religious affiliation as 
Catholic. Breaking down this population 
by parish and activity: 

• 3,480 per parish in a registered 
household 

• 3,000 per parish attending Mass at 
Christmas and Easter 

• 2,180 per parish attending Mass at 
least once a month 

• 1,060 attending Mass every week 

• 180 per parish are “very” involved in 
parish outside of attending Mass 

Who is in the 

parish…and 

when? 









 

Total number of persons (adults and children) attending  

Sunday/Saturday Vigil Masses on a typical weekend in October: 

 

 All 

Parishes 

Multicultural 

Parishes 

PLC 

Parishes 

Consolidated 

Parishes 

Multi-parish 

Ministry 

  344 or fewer    25%    18%    73%    30%    48% 

  345 to 749 25 19 16 16 30 

  750 to 1,399 24 26   3 32 15 

  1,400 or more 26 37   8 22   7 

      

  Average: 1,110 1,482 352 972 499 

  Median: 750 1,000 190 793 350 

      

  Median  

   attenders as a  

   % of registered: 

 

 

38% 

 

 

40% 

 

 

53% 

 

 

38% 

 

 

44% 

  Median  

   attenders as a  

   % of capacity*: 

 

 

47% 

 

 

47% 

 

 

47% 

 

 

42% 

 

 

50% 

      

 *Capacity is seating capacity of the main church multiplied by the number of Sunday/Saturday Vigil Masses. 

 






