
ATTENDANCE POLICY 

*For Studio Art Courses* 

Studio Art courses differ in nature from most University courses in that their essence is experimental; studio art 

is learned through cumulative artistic expression and observation over a sustained period of time. 

An “excused absence” policy assumes that lecture or discussion content can be “made up” at a later date. Such 

is not the case in a studio art course. A missed class is a missed experience, and for the group attending, a 

changed and probably diminished experience. As such, it cannot be “made up.” Since the course IS the 

accumulation of each experience, a repeated number of absences are equivalent to not taking the course at all. 

Therefore, we have established that a student CANNOT, under ANY circumstances, achieve a grade of “A” if 

you have: 

 more than one absence in a section meeting once a week 

 more than two absences in a section meeting twice a week 

 more than three absences in a section meeting three times a week 

The following absences will result in automatic failure (XF or WF), regardless of circumstances: 

 more than three absences from a one-a-week section 

 more than six absences from a twice-a-week section 

 more than nine from a three-a-week section 

Additionally, we have established that arriving fifteen minutes beyond the starting time of class counts as an 

absence. 

If you are a second semester senior and you need this course/the credits for your graduation, you should be 

warned that any events requiring multiple absences (sickness, death in the family, etc.) may result in in the loss 

of course credits and thus prevent graduation. You should take studio art courses during a semester prior to your 

final semester at Villanova. 

Studio Art courses rely on a different set of evaluative criteria than a traditional academic class. The most 

important assignment this course requires is full participation and preparation by the student on a weekly basis. 

The difference between an A and an A- is not quantitative, but based on the professional opinion of the professor.  

You will not be graded on your talent, but rather your effort and investment. 

Please read and adhere to the University’s Code of Academic Integrity: 

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/vpaa/studentservices/policies/integrity/code.html  

Please turn off/silence all phones during class; no texting/surfing the web is allowed. 

 

Please sign below acknowledging that you have read and understand this policy. 

___________________________    _____________________________         ____________ 

Student’s Signature         Print Name        Date 

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/vpaa/studentservices/policies/integrity/code.html

