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What is the Problem?
1. Difficult
2. Perfunctory
3. Not reflective/critical



The Solution
Make reading assignments: 
Engaging Outcomes:

Reflective - Retention
- Comprehension

 Oneself - Critical appraisal
 The author (Marzano, 2001)



The Solution: Triple Entry Note taking

Two parts to the entry:

1. Summary 
2. Reflection columns



Triple-Entry Note Taking: The Goal
Whereas most note-taking strategies, like underlining, 
highlighting, and outlining, are one-way streets, designed to 
help readers open up and receive a text, triple-entry is an 
interlocking highway. Its intent is to open multiple 
connections and interactions between reader and text.

Stephen Fishman, “Student Writing in Philosophy,” 

New Directions for Teaching and Learning(1997), 59.



[Summary text]

{Ideas I found plausible}     {ideas I found implausible}    {Author’s likely reply}

…surprised me …did not understand …author’s understanding

…connected with other     …new ideas …did these challenge me  

readings/beliefs

Other ideas?



Weekly Letters (Fulwiler, 1997) 
The goal of this assignment is simple: to share, explore, and discuss ideas in a low-stakes context. 
Often enough, writing in college is “thesis-driven” which forces you to take a “position” and “defend” 
it against objections. Although certainly beneficial to do, that kind of writing can encourage close-
mindedness and entrenchment. It also presupposes that you have well worked out views on 
important matters. You may or may not. Letter writing allows for both. Either way, for this assignment 
I am not expecting you to have certainty. Your letters do not need to have a thesis statement, or 
document sources according to MLA, APA or other formats. But it should include arguments as 
concisely formulated as you can make them on a weekly basis. This is your opportunity to try out 
ideas, see how they are received, and listen to reactions in a low-stakes context.

Here’s how to think about the assignment: Imagine your best friend asking you what you are learning 
in this class. You give a brief synopsis. S/he then asks, “So, what do you think about that? How do you 
feel about that?” Answer those questions pretending that I am your best friend. 



In-Class Questions

I will give you a question or two in class. You write down the answer 
in your notes. I will call on 2-3 people randomly to answer the 
question. (If the question is based on the reading for the day, you will 
be graded on the accuracy of your answer.) Your notes should 
document any clarifications we make in the discussion that follows. 



Out-of-class Questions (King, 1995)
Explain why (or how)

What is the difference between…and…

What is the nature of…

What are the implications of…

Why is …important

Compare…and…with regard to

How are …and…similar

What are some other examples of…
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