MINUTES                                                                                       University Senate – 3/16/2012

MINUTES 
SIXTH Meeting of the Villanova 
University Senate for Academic Year 


2011-2012 in Bartley Hall, Room 2010 on 
Friday, MARCH 16, 2012 at 3:30 p.m.
PRESENT:   Dr. Robert Styer, Chair; Mr. Andrew Benenati, Executive Secretary
Mr. Robert Capone; Ms. Kathleen Carden; Dr. Sohail Chaudhry; Dr. Q. Chung; 
Dr. Kevin Clark; Ms. Meghan Copel; Ms. Anne Diebold; Dr. Gary Gabriele; Ms. Ellie Garbade: Dr. Sarvesh Kulkarni; Ms. Susan Leighton; Ms. Selma Koury Wunderlich ’58 (representing the President of the Alumni Association); Ms. Minjeung Kim; Mr. John J. Murray; Mr. Kevin Noller; Dr. Victoria McWilliams; Mr. Vincent Nicastro; Mr. Phil O’Neill; Mr. Stephen Sheridan; Mr. Gregory Sleasman; Rev. John Stack, OSA; Dr. Barbara Wall; Dr. Seth Whidden; Dr. Joyce Willens
Ms. Helen Heron, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:  

Dr. Chiji Akoma (NIA) (Notified In Advance-Unable to Attend);  Ms. Gabrielle Bruno (NIA); Dr. Joseph Dellapenna (Notified In Advance-Unable to Attend); Mr. Jack Chong (NIA)  Rev Kail Ellis, OSA (NIA); Dr. M. Louise Fitzpatrick;  Mr. Stephen Fugale (NIA); Mr. Damien A. Germino (NIA); Dr. Christopher Hass (NIA); Mr. Iyamu: Dr. Adele Lindenmeyr (NIA); Dr. Susan Mackey-Kallis (NIA); Ms. Dorothy Malloy, Esq. (NIA); Ms. Amy Patel; Mr. Harshil Patel; Mrs. Mary Quilter (NIA); Ms. Leighann Reilly; (NIA); Mr. Kenneth Valosky (NIA); Dr. Maggie Wang; Ms. Lindsey Waters; Dr. Thomas Way (NIA);
AGENDA:
Please silence all cell phones.  Please place your nameplate at your seat to assist us in identifying all speakers and in building our community.

INVOCATION – Senator Megan Copel
I.          APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 3, 2012 MEETING
II.        ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

III.       POWER OF INTERPELLATION (if any)

IV.       ANNOUNCEMNTS AND CORRESPONDANCE
V.       GUEST SPEAKERS
VI.
DEBATE AND VOTE ON AMENDMENTS
VII       SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR FUTURE SENATE MEETING AGENDAS 

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS
IX.       ADJOURNMENT
__________________________________________________________________

The Chair, Dr. Robert Styer, called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M.  The Invocation was given by Senator Megan Copel:
Dear Lord, Please guide us to work in large and small ways for those things that bring peace and justice to our hearts, our lives, and our world. Bless our community and as we gather here today, please give us your gifts of wisdom and strength to accomplish meaningful work here at Villanova.  We ask for your blessing and guidance on the students, faculty, staff, administration, and all other members of the VU community.  Help us to be the very best we are capable of being as we perform your work here on earth.  As always, we ask these things in your name.  Amen.

 The Chair thanked Senator Copel for her prayer
I.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the FEBRUARY 3, 2012 MEETING
    
 The minutes were moved for approval as written by Senator Wall seconded by Senator 
    
 Chung and unanimously approved as written.
II.         POWER OF INTERPELLATION (if any)

III.        ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
· All annual reports will be presented at the April meeting

· The Organizational meeting will immediately follow the April Senate meeting 

· The new senators will be invited to attend this April meeting

IV.      GUEST SPEAKERS- Dr. James F. Trainer, Director of OPIR

           Ms. Kathy Nazar, Director of Survey Research in OPIR
          “The Growth and Development of Villanova University’s Undergraduate Students”
This presentation can be found on the University web site at     https://author.villanova.edu/cf#/content/villanova/unisenate/presentations.html
V.       DEBATE AND VOTE ON AMENDMENTS READ AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING 

US 0312-6-1: RESOLVED:  Article 9, Section 3
The meetings of the University Senate and its committees shall    ordinarily be open to the University community, except discussing tentative budgets or policies.
              FAVOR     25                            OPPOSSED     1                  ABSTAIN 1 + 0 (Chair)
US0312-6-2: RESOLVED:   Article 9, Section 4

The Senate and its committees shall publish minutes of their    deliberations. The minutes shall record votes taken and legislation passed, and shall be distributed to the University community.

 
FAVOR     26                            OPPOSED 
0
ABSTAIN 1 + 0 (Chair)
The motions will be forwarded to Father President Donohue for his consideration.

VII.    SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 


The Chair stated that the St. Thomas of Villanova Day Organizing Committee will attend 

             the April meeting.
VIII.   NEW BUSINESS

a) Senator Lindenmeyr stated that, in cooperation with the Graduate Student Council and 

Tom Mogan, they have begun a study on the demand and cost for the University to   become a SEPTA partner so that faculty, staff and students who buy SEPTA passes will get a 10 % discount.  After doing a survey, they found a significant interest on the part of everyone involved in using SEPTA more often if there were a discount.  This is informational, however, they would like to have it on the Senate agenda.

b) Senator Chaudhry said there was some concern with the recent Wellness Program and the privacy issues and sharing information with outside parties before you can move on with the self-survey. He noted there has been some concern from other constituencies regarding how that information is going to be used.

Senator Chung remarked that he is on the Benefits Committee and they raised the same issue.  He stated that the vendor is doing all the standard procedures to insure that the appropriate security issues are taken regarding the collected data.  

Senator Chaudhry asked hypothetically, if over-all we are not doing well in the health of our individuals would they raise contributions in the future and if we are doing well will they lower it?  Or would it stay the same? He also questioned what else were they using this information for other studies which we have no knowledge of.  
Senator Chung stated that they said there is no direct link between individual information and the rate hike in future years because it is only based on the aggregate by the participating group. There is no direct connection between the potential use of this data and the future premium impact.  He pointed out that beyond that they are now doing something called the “Self-Insuring”.  
Senator Valosky added that our rates are determined by the actual participation of our employees and their dependents in our health care plans.  This is what our premiums are based on. He added that the participation in the Wellness Survey does not have any linkage to the rates that are set for premiums. 

Senator Wall asked Senator Valosky what was the basis of this survey to begin with?  He responded by saying that the basis is to provide information about their health with the intention of making them make healthier life style choices.  There would be less of a need for our employees to utilize health care services, thereby, decreasing our premiums. 

Senator Noller who is also on the Benefits Committee noted that last year 18% of our respondents in the Personal Health profile knew their numbers.  So the health assessment is a way for people to know their numbers which is the first step towards wellness.  

Senator Valosky commented that as a result of the bio-metric screenings that there were actually some people who had health conditions they were not aware of.  

Senator Sheridan asked Senator Valosky if the aggregated data they collected would also help Human Resources design wellness programs that would specifically focus their efforts on particular programs.  Senator Valosky acknowledged that this was their goal.

                 Senator Chaudhry asked if Villanova would be sharing their data with outside sources.
     Senator Valosky thinks it is just for Villanova’s use, but that he would look into that  

      issue.  

IX.    ADJOURNMENT
There being no New Business, a motion To Adjourn was made by Senator Styer and 
seconded by Senator Wall.  Adjournment took place at 5:11 p.m.  The next Senate 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 13, 2012 at 3:30 P.M. in Bartley Hall, Room 2010.







Respectfully submitted,





                                                                                                                                                          Andrew Benenati






Executive Secretary
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