
ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Films will screen in the Connelly Center Cinema on  
Villanova University’s campus on Sundays at 3:30 and 7 p.m.,  

and with a speaker on Mondays at 7 p.m. 

For more information, contact Dr. John O’Leary at  
john.oleary@villanova.edu or by calling 610 519-4454. 

RUTH BIENSTOCK ANOLIK teaches English and Western culture at Villanova and Temple 
University. Most of her work involves the Gothic in text and in film. She facilitates the Hebrew 
Bible Study Group at Villanova and is a past member of the Philadelphia Film Festival.

JOE ANSOLABEHERE is an animation screen writer and producer who has written and  
produced many animated children’s television shows, including Rugrats, Duckman, Hey  
Arnold!, and Lloyd in Space. He is also the co-creator of the show Recess, and the feature 
film Recess: School’s Out. He is currently working on a new series, Pound Puppies. Joe is a 
recipient of the prestigious Humanitas Prize.

DEREK ARNOLD has been a member of the Villanova Department of Communication  
for 8 years. He studied and made films as part of his Communication degree from LaSalle 
University. He studies connections between persuasion and politics, media and rhetoric  
but has always been fascinated by film. 

BORIS BRIKER teaches all levels of Russian language, Russian literature, and Russian  
film at Villanova and is active in Russian Area Studies Concentration. He has co-written  
a collection of humorous stories in the former Soviet Union and in the West, which  
has been published as Sobach’e delo (The Dog’s Affair).

JOHN BUCKLEy teaches Irish film, Irish studies, and Irish language courses at Villanova and 
LaSalle Universities. He earned his Ph.D. in education at the Graduate School of Education 
at the University of Pennsylvania. He has been the curator for Irish Film Festivals at 
International House, the Rockwood Museum in Delaware, and in Washington D.C. 

DAN JEffERSON, a graduate of Haverford College, is a lifelong cineaste. His love of film 
was nurtured by David Grossman who headed Temple University’s Center City Campus 
movie house and Philadelphia Film Forum. 

JOAN D. LyNCH, founder of the CFS and its director for over two decades, is Professor 
Emeritus in Villanova’s Communication Department. She is the author of Film Education 
in Secondary Schools and has published on film and video in Journal of Film and Video, 
Literature/Film Quarterly, and the Journal of Popular Culture.

SUSAN MACKEy-KALLIS is an Associate Professor in the Communication Department 
at Villanova. She has published widely on rhetoric and film, including two highly praised 
books, Oliver Stone’s America: “Dreaming the Myth Outward” and The Hero and the  
Perennial Journey Home in American Film. 

CELESTE DOLORES MANN is instructor of Portuguese and Spanish at Villanova.  
She has published articles about Afro-Brazilian women writers and has presented  
papers on Afro-Hispanic, Cuban, and Brazilian literature.

SUSAN MARCOSSIN, who works in education, is a self-taught film enthusiast. Her cameo  
in M. Night Shyamalan’s Unbreakable was cut from the film but appears in the DVD version.

fRANCOIS MASSONNAT is currently finishing his PhD at the University of Pennsylvania 
and teaches French language, literature, and film in the French and Francophone Studies 
Program at Villanova. His research focuses primarily on questions of authorship in 
contemporary French crime cinema. Though he regularly teaches films by Jean Renoir, 
Francois has yet to incorporate Le Crime de Monsieur Lange into one of his syllabi. 

JOHN O’LEARy is the Director of The Cultural Film Series, and an Assistant Professor 
in the Communication Department at Villanova. He is co-founder of the Social Justice 
Documentary course, which has produced a number of award-winning documentaries. 
O’Leary is currently collaborating on two projects: a feature-length screenplay based on  
a book by a member of Villanova’s English department, and a chapter for a book examining 
rural situation comedies.

JOHN PAUL SPIRO is an Assistant Professor in Villanova’s Center for Liberal Education, 
where he teaches courses on ancient, medieval and renaissance thought. He is also an 
adviser to the Cultural Film Series.

ELANA STARR, who has been publicity director of the CFS for more than 21 years,  
has taught a variety of courses on film theory at Villanova, Rosemont College, and the  
University of the Arts. Her area of interest is the representations of outsiders, especially  
in mainstream cinema. 

GEORGE STRIMEL, a broadcasting veteran, is General Manager of Radnor Studio 21,  
providing professional and direction and training for this community cable operation.  
He also created the Suburban Cable News Channel and produced all regional and national 
programming and was awarded a regional Emmy for his marketing campaigns. 

RICK WORLAND is Professor in the Department of Electronic Media and Film at  
Southern Methodist University. He has published many articles dealing with American 
popular culture in books and scholarly journals. His latest book is The Horror Film:  
An Introduction, and he is currently writing one on films of the 1960s and 1970s.
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September 29–30
THX-1138 

Directed by George Lucas, 1971 USA, 86 minutes
Before he made Star Wars, Lucas gave us this bleak 

view of the future that has been called a “classic 
science fiction movie and one of the most  

remarkable debuts of the ’70s.”

Speaker: John-Paul Spiro

October 6–7 
fORBIDDEN PLANET 

Directed by Fred Wilcox, 1956 USA, 98 minutes
Critic Mark Bourne called this film “an enduring  

best-of-breed favorite, a CinemaScope spectacle 
that’s terrifically entertaining, smartly written, 

memorably cast, briskly paced, and production-
designed to the hilt.” It is often seen as a  
homage to Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

Speaker: Rick Worland

October 27–28 
THE BUTCHER BOy 

Directed by Neil Jordan, 1997 Ireland, 110 minutes
This adaptation of the Patrick McCabe novel was 

described as a “roller-coaster ride for your brain” and 
“the most deeply-felt movie I’ve seen in 1998”  

by critic Jeffery Anderson.

Speaker: John Buckley

November 10–11 
THE CRIME Of  

MONSIEUR LANGE 
Directed by Jean Renoir, 1936 France, 80 minutes

The Chicago Reader critic wrote “Jacques Prevert’s 
screenplay has wit and economy, but it is the 

multiplicity of points of view implied in Renoir’s fluid 
direction that lifts the film from propaganda to art.”

Speaker: Francois Massonnat

November 17–18 
QUILOMBO 

Directed by Carlos Diegues, 1984 Brazil, 119 minutes
Roger Ebert wrote “the legend of Palmares… 

is presented in this movie as a sort of democratic 
utopia…Diegues, like many South American 

storytellers, moves easily between dream and  
reality, between myth and fact.”

Speaker: Celeste Dolores Mann

November 24–25 
THE BAND’S VISIT 

Directed by Eran Kolirin, 2007 Israel, 87 minutes
Once again we go to Roger Ebert for an insightful 
description of this film. He tells us that it “has not 

provided any of the narrative payoffs we might have 
expected, but has provided something more valu-

able: an interlude involving two ‘enemies,’ Arabs and 
Israelis, that shows them both as ordinary people with 
ordinary hopes, lives and disappointments. It has also 

shown us two souls with rare beauty.”

Speaker: Ruth Bienstock Anolik

November 3–4 
AELITA: QUEEN Of MARS 

Directed by Yakov Protazanov, 1924  
Soviet Union, 104 minutes 

The Variety critic called this influential film “a major 
early achievement in futuristic cinema.”

Speaker: Boris Briker

February 9–10

JUST IMAGINE
Various directors, assembled by George Strimel, 2013 
USA 90 minutes 
George Strimel has put together a fascinating 
collection of newsreels and other documentaries 
from the ’30s, ’40s, and ’50s that attempt to describe 
the future of the United States.

Speaker: George Strimel

February 16–17 
THE BROTHER fROM 
ANOTHER PLANET
Directed by John Sayles, 1984 USA, 104 minutes 
The historian and essayist Walidah Imarisha correctly 
observes that this independent movie “is clearly a 
critique and comment both about the history of Black 
folks in this country, and the realities of immigration. 
It is the film’s deft ability to show the connections 
and commonalities between the two that makes it a 
monumental film.” 

Speaker: John O’Leary

February 23–24 
BATTLE ROyALE
Directed by Kinji Fukasaku, 2000 Japan, 113 minutes 
Many critics have pointed out the similarities between 
this film and The Hunger Games. The British critic 
Jonathan Ross wrote this when he saw the film 
in 2000: “If you want to catch a wildly original 
and super-cool slice of entertainment before it 
gets remade and ruined by the Americans, then I 
suggest you try hard not to miss it.” In 2009 Quentin 
Tarrantino commented that this was the best film he 
had seen in the last two decades. 

Speaker: To Be Announced

March 16–17 
BRAZIL
Directed by Terry Gilliam, 1985 United Kingdom,  
143 minutes 
New York Times film critic Janet Maslin had high 
praise for this inventive film, calling it “a jaunty, 
wittily observed vision of an extremely bleak future,” 
and “a superb example of the power of comedy to 
underscore serious ideas, even solemn ones.” 

Speaker: Derek Arnold

March 23–24 
ALPHAVILLE
Directed by Jean-Luc Godard, 1965 France,  
99 minutes 
Critic Dan Jardine tells us “The haunting imagery and 
dystopian vision of Alphaville deserves comparison to 
Fritz Lang’s Metropolis.”

Speakers: Dan Jefferson and Susan Marcosson

March 30–31 
A CLOCKWORK  
ORANGE
Directed by Stanley Kubrick, 1971 United Kingdom, 
137 minutes 
Critic Phil Villarreal wrote that this “may be Kubrick’s 
greatest film, for its lasting influence and  
social significance.”

Speaker: Susan Mackey-Kallis

April 6–7 
AKIRA
Directed by Katsuhiro Otomo, 1988 Japan.  
124 minutes 
Here’ how the critic for the Baltimore Sun described 
this influential anime classic: “Akira is a blast and a 
half, a twisted dystopian parable of violence and rock 
and roll, Japanese-style. It’s Disney on PCP, mean, 
rotten, psychotic, but incredibly vivid.”

Speaker: Joe Ansolabehere

April 13–14 
A MAN fOR ALL  
SEASONS
Directed by Fred Zinneman, 1966 United Kingdom, 
120 minutes 
The Time Magazine critic reminds us that this story of 
Thomas More’s stand against Henry VIII is “one of the 
most intelligent religious movies ever made.”

Speaker: Joan Lynch



CULTURAL fILM
SERIES COMMITTEE
JOHN O’LEARy Director
CAROL MCKIERNAN Assistant Director
TOM MOGAN Treasurer
TONy ALfANO Director, Connelly Center

ADVISORS
DAN JEffERSON, MAGHAN KEITA,
JOAN D. LyNCH, SUSAN MARCOSSON,
JOHN PAUL SPIRO, JOHN STACK, OSA,
ELANA ROSE STARR

BOX OffICE 610 519-7262
INfORMATION 610 519-4750

Parking is in the St. Augustine Center Parking Lot.

The Connelly Center is located directly across from
the parking lot.

PARKING

800 Lancaster Avenue
Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085
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