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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Films will screen in the Connelly Center Cinema on  
Villanova University’s campus on Sundays at 3:30 and 7 p.m.,  

and with a speaker on Mondays at 7 p.m. 

For more information, contact Dr. John O’Leary at  
john.oleary@villanova.edu or by calling 610 519-4454. 

RUTH BIENSTOCK ANOLIK teaches English and Western culture at Villanova and  
Temple University. Most of her work involves the Gothic in text and in film. She facilitates 
the Hebrew Bible Study Group at Villanova and is a past member of the Philadelphia  
Film Festival. 

DEREK ARNOLD has been a member of the Villanova Department of Communication  
for 8 years. He studied and made films as part of his Communication degree from LaSalle 
University. He studies connections between persuasion and politics, media and rhetoric  
but has always been fascinated by film. 

JOE ANSOLABEHERE is an animation screen writer and producer who has written and 
produced many animated children’s television shows, including Rugrats, Duckman, Hey Arnold!, 
and Lloyd in Space. He is also the co-creator of the show Recess, and the feature film Recess: 
School’s Out. He is currently working on a new series, Pound Puppies. Joe is a recipient of the 
prestigious Humanitas Prize.

BORIS BRIKER teaches all levels of Russian language, Russian literature, and Russian  
film at Villanova and is active in Russian Area Studies Concentration. He has co-written  
a collection of humorous stories in the former Soviet Union and in the West, which  
has been published as Sobach’e delo (The Dog’s Affair).

DAN JEFFERSON, a graduate of Haverford College, is a lifelong cineaste. His love of film 
was nurtured by David Grossman who headed Temple University’s Center City Campus 
movie house and Philadelphia Film Forum. 

MASAKO HAMADA was a founder of the Japanese Program at Villanova. She has taught 
several courses including Japanese Language, Japanese Culture and Civilization, Japanese 
for Business, and Japanese Animation. She has a B.A. degree in American and English 
Literature from Shirayuri Womens College in Tokyo, Japan, a Master’s Degree in Intercultural 
Communication from the University of Pennsylvania, and a Ph.D. in International & Transcultural 
Studies from Teachers College, Columbia University. 

MAURICE FITZPATRICK is a lecturer, film-maker and columnist. He was born in Ireland  
and graduated from Trinity College, Dublin. He was the recipient of the Ministry of 
Education of Japan Scholarship, and he lived in Tokyo from 2004-2011, where he lectured 
at Keio University. He holds graduate degrees from Ireland and Japan, and he is a lecturer 
at the University of Cologne. He wrote and co-produced the RTE/BBC documentary film. 
He is also the author of a book entitled The Boys of St. Columb’s, which the film is based 
on and also one of the screenwriters. He is a columnist with a syndicate of newspapers  
in North America including Irish American News, Celtic Life and The Celtic Connection.

PAUL FESTA makes films about music. His silent-film comedy, The Glitter Emergency,  
sets the story of a peg-leg ballerina to music from the Tchaikovsky violin concerto.  
His most recent film, Tie It Into My Hand, explores the life of the artist through violin 

lessons Paul takes with artists of every description, from Peter Coyote, Alan Cumming, and 
Mink Stole to Barbara Hammer, Harold Bloom, and a Russian princess. Born and raised in 
San Francisco, he lives with his husband in Berlin, where is completing his first novel.

CHAD FAHS is the Digital Media Coordinator in the Communication Department  
at Villanova. He is a filmmaker and visual artist, as well as an author with several  
books on multimedia and filmmaking topics. Landscapes With a Corpse is his first  
feature-length documentary.

SUSAN MACKEY-KALLIS is an Associate Professor in the Communication Department 
at Villanova. She has published widely on rhetoric and film, including two highly praised 
books, Oliver Stone’s America: “Dreaming the Myth Outward” and The Hero and the  
Perennial Journey Home in American Film. 

CELESTE DOLORES MANN is instructor of Portuguese and Spanish at Villanova.  
She has published articles about Afro-Brazilian women writers and has presented  
papers on Afro-Hispanic, Cuban, and Brazilian literature.

SUSAN MARCOSSIN, who works in education, is a self-taught film enthusiast. Her cameo  
in M. Night Shyamalan’s Unbreakable was cut from the film but appears in the DVD version.

FRANCOIS MASSONNAT is currently finishing his PhD at the University of Pennsylvania 
and teaches French language, literature, and film in the French and Francophone Studies 
Program at Villanova. His research focuses primarily on questions of authorship in 
contemporary French crime cinema. 

JOHN PAUL SPIRO is an Assistant Professor in Villanova’s Center for Liberal Education, 
where he teaches courses on ancient, medieval and renaissance thought. He is also an 
adviser to the Cultural Film Series.

ELANA STARR, who was publicity director of the CFS for more than 21 years,  
has taught a variety of courses on film theory at Villanova, Rosemont College, and the  
University of the Arts. Her area of interest is the representations of outsiders, especially  
in mainstream cinema. 

GEORGE STRIMEL, a broadcasting veteran, is General Manager of Radnor Studio 21,  
providing professional and direction and training for this community cable operation.  
He also created the Suburban Cable News Channel and produced all regional and national 
programming and was awarded a regional Emmy for his marketing campaigns. 

RICK WORLAND is Professor in the Department of Electronic Media and Film at  
Southern Methodist University. He has published many articles dealing with American 
popular culture in books and scholarly journals. His latest book is The Horror Film:  
An Introduction, and he is currently writing one on films of the 1960s and 1970s.

September 21–22
THE BOYS OF  
ST. COLUMB’S 

Directed by Tom Collins, 2009
USA, 50 minutes

This 2009 documentary tells the story of eight former St. Columb’s 
college boys who took advantage of the 1947 revolutionary 

education law that allowed for the first time students from working 
class families to attend grammar school in Northern Ireland. This 

film includes an extraordinary roster of graduates.

Speaker: Maurice Fitzpatrick,  
writer and producer

October 26–27
THE BEAT THAT MY 

HEART SKIPPED 
Directed by Jacques Audiard, 2005, 

France, 107 minutes
Critic Noel Murray states, “From its plot to its look, The Beat That 

My Heart Skipped is designed to express how it feels to be torn 
between two opposing worlds and passions.”

Speaker: Francois Massonnat

November 2–3
DISTRICT 9 

Directed by Neill Blomkamp, 2009,  
USA, 112 Minutes

As Trevor Johnston from Radio Times says, “This remains a text-
book example of fantasy cinema’s ability to tackle thorny moral 
issues while splattering the screen with gloopy creature effects.”

Speaker: Derek Arnold

November 16–17
FROM SILENT TO SOUND 

Directed by George Strimel, various dates  
USA, 90 minutes

George Strimel presents clips from late-silent and early-sound films 
to chronicle this often misunderstood transformation.

Speaker: George Strimel

November 23–24
THE THIEF

Directed by Pavel Chukhrai , 1997,  
Russia, 97 minutes

The Thief was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Foreign  
Language Film and won the Nika Award for Best Picture and  

Best Directing. The film is about a young woman and her son,  
who in 1946 meet a veteran Soviet Union officer. The woman falls  
in love with the officer, who turns out to be a professional criminal,  

but who also becomes a father figure to her son.

Speaker: Boris Briker

December 7–8
BREAD AND TULIPS 

Directed by Silvio Soldini, 2000, 
Italy, 114 minutes

Bread and Tulips focuses on how the power of friendship and love 
breathes new life into people. Critic Robert Rotund says, “It’s a 

very positive film in many ways. It argues that just about anybody 
can be redeemed.”

Speaker: Elana Starr

November 9–10
THE WORLD IS FUNNY 

Directed by Shemi Zaarhin, 2012,  
Israel, 122 minutes

“Powerful, full of warm compassion and love,” says Yediot Aharonot  
of this Israeli film. The storyline revolves around simple  
people struggling through extraordinary circumstances.  

The characters find that sometimes laughter is the only solution  
to the problem. Variety noted that the film “is full of quirky charm”  

and “evokes both laughter and tears.” 

Speaker: Ruth Bienstock Anolik

February 8 and 9
THE LADY EVE
Directed by Preston Sturges, 1941 
USA, 94 minutes
“A beguilingly ribald sex comedy spattered with characteristic 
Sturges slapstick,” says Time Out critic Tom Milne.

Speaker: John Paul Spiro

February 15–16
THE FOUNTAIN 
Directed by Darren Aronofsky, 2006 
USA, 96 minutes
Movie Mezzanine’s Christopher Runyon believes that, “Perhaps in 
twenty more years or so, The Fountain will be recognized for the 
utterly gorgeous masterpiece that it is.” 

Speaker: Susan Mackey-Kallis

February 22–23
PRECIOUS
Directed by Lee Daniels, 2009 
USA, 110 minutes
“Precious is an emotional powerhouse, a triumph of bruising humor 
and bracing hope that deserves its place among the year’s best 
films,” states Rolling Stone’s Peter Travers.

Speaker: Dan Jefferson and  
Susan Marcossin

March 15–16
SHALL WE DANCE? 
Directed by Masayuki Suo, 1996 
Japanese, 136 minutes
Roger Ebert said Shall We Dance is “one of the more completely 
entertaining movies I’ve seen in a while--a well crafted character 
study that, like a Hollywood movie with a skillfull script, 
manipulates us but makes us like it.” 

Speaker: Masako Hamada

March 29–30
LANDSCAPES WITH  
A CORPSE
Directed by Chad Fahs, 2013 
USA, 84 minutes
Japanese photographer Izima Kaoru asks his subjects one question: 
How do you want to die? In this documentary, we follow the  
artist on a journey to create new work, finding that the answers  
to his question are revealed in the fears and joys of both artist  
and model.

Speaker: Chad Fahs

April 12–13
WASTE LAND
Directed by Lucy Walker, 2010 
Brazil, 100 minutes
Stephanie Merry from the Washington Post, views Waste Land as, 
“A testament that things can go from good to bad in an instant. 
But they can also improve just as quickly.”

Speaker: Celeste Dolores Mann

April 19–20
THE APPARITION OF 
THE ETERNAL CHURCH
Directed by Paul Festa, 2006 
USA, 51 minutes 
This evening’s film is co-sponsored by Villanova’s Philosophy  
and English Departments. Hailed by New Yorker music critic 
Alex Ross as “mind-bending…mesmerizing…intensely personal,” 
Apparation translates the sacred music of Olivier Messiaen 
through the spontaneous responses of 31 artists who listen over 
headphones to the composer’s 1932 organ work of the same 
name. Capturing a vigorous confrontation between nonbelievers 
and religious music, the film won numerous prizes and screened 
throughout the US and Europe, including at the Library of 
Congress, Grace Cathedral and the Barbican Centre.

Speaker: Paul Festa
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April 26–27
LAUREL AND HARDY 
VERSUS THE THREE 
STOOGES
Films to be announced
One or two shorts featuring Laurel and Hardy and The Three 
Stooges will be screened. Hollywood producer Ansolabehere and 
scholar Worland will present the films and then the audience 
will decide the “winner” in this battle of two comedic teams who 
transformed film comedy. The losing speaker will get a pie in the 
face on the stage of the Connelly Cinema.

Speakers: Joe Ansolabehere and  
Rick Worland



CULTURAL FILM
SERIES COMMITTEE
JOHN O’LEARY Director
CAROL MCKIERNAN Assistant Director
TOM MOGAN Treasurer
TONY ALFANO Director, Connelly Center

ADVISORS
DAN JEFFERSON, MAGHAN KEITA,
JOAN D. LYNCH, SUSAN MARCOSSON,
JOHN PAUL SPIRO, JOHN STACK, OSA,
ELANA ROSE STARR

STUDENT ADVISORS
TOM SMITH AND ISABEL MANFREDONIA

BOX OFFICE 610 519-7262
INFORMATION 610 519-4750

Parking is in the St. Augustine Center Parking Lot.

The Connelly Center is located directly across from
the parking lot.

PARKING

800 Lancaster Avenue
Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085
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