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HIS 8002-035                                              US Constitutional & Legal History 

T 6:10-8:50 p.m. 

Dr. Emil Ricci 

 
 Over the past twenty-five years, American legal history has become a dynamic and popular field of 

academic study. Many historians study the history of American law in order to better understand 

contemporary social, cultural, economic, and political questions. Similarly, historians examine the 

origins and development of American law to offer innovative interpretations which may help lawyers 

and judges resolve current legal disputes. As a result, a growing historiography has developed studying 

how legislatures, courts, administrative agencies, and constitutional debates have shaped American 

society and politics.  

Our graduate seminar, therefore, will focus upon how law has been an important part of American 

society. Beginning with the first English colonies in America, the colonists developed a set of laws and 

legal institutions which gradually changed to meet the conditions of a new social and political order. 

English common law initially served as the foundation for governing the lives and social relations of 

colonial Americans, although it was not the only source of law in the new world. After the American 

Revolution, common law was still important, but by the early nineteenth century federal and state 

constitutional law, statutory law, federal and state court decisions, and rules enacted by government 

agencies created a distinctive legal culture.  

Beginning with colonial society, our course will examine the development of American law and 

constitutional development through the vast economic, political, and social changes of the nineteenth 

century: industrialization, slavery, the Civil War, Reconstruction, labor unrest, and the rights of newly 

freed African-Americans. The twentieth century looks at the impact of the progressive movement, 

greater economic regulation, the New Deal and Franklin Roosevelt’s plan to change the federal 

judiciary, especially the Supreme Court, the Supreme Court under Earl Warren and Warren Burger, and 

the Civil Rights and feminist movements. Attention is also given to developments during the Rehnquist 

Court and the current Court under Chief Justice John Roberts. Topics such as statutory development, 

constitutionalism, property law, due process, equal protection of the law, and the importance of federal 

and state court decisions will be discussed.. 

 

 

HIS 8021-035                                              Early American Republic 

W 6:10-8:50 p.m. 

Dr. Whitney Martinko 

 

This course introduces students to enduring historiographical debates and new scholarship that 

define the study of the early United States (roughly 1790 to 1850). We will consider how a variety 

of Americans defined the new nation and their places in—or out—of it. This course encourages 

students to think about how the process of building the new nation resulted in the contraction as 

well as expansion of rights and opportunities for various peoples. We will address the history of 

the early United States as a subject that demands local, transnational, and global perspectives on 

the past. 

 

In addition to discussions of weekly reading, we will devote a part of each class to discussing 

particular skills of the historian, such as pursuing archival research, writing a conference proposal, 

and crafting an oral presentation. The course also will introduce students to the academic networks, 

institutions, and archival collections that make Philadelphia a center of early U.S. study. Students 



will have the opportunity to engage with online sessions of the McNeil Center’s summer seminar 

and the annual conference of the Society of Historians of the Early American Republic. 

 

Students can elect to write a final paper based in primary research or historiographical reading. 

 

 

 

HIS 8900-035                                                  Topics in Digital History                                       

M 6:10-8:50 

Dr. Jacqueline Beatty 

 

This course explores the use of digital theory, methodology, and tools in historical study and 

practice. Students will become familiar with the current state of the field of digital humanities; 

experiment and work with a variety of public projects, research methods, and pedagogical tools; 

and employ these skills to their own historical work and interests.  
 

 

HIS 9006-030                                       Graduate Internship in Public 

History  

TBA 

Dr. Whitney Martinko 

 

Students may arrange internships at area public history sites to gain practical experience in 

public history workplaces, develop applied research and interpretative skills, and apply their 

skills as historians to contemporary situations and problems. Students are expected to work at 

least 8 hours per week at the internship site and complete a 12-15-page research paper, approved 

by both their internship advisor and their faculty advisor. Full guidelines for proposing an 

internship, applying for approval, and completing the course for credit are outlined in the 

Graduate Student Handbook. 

Graduate students may take this course only once. Permission of graduate program director 

required. 

 

HIS 9012-030                                           Directed Readings in History  

TBA 

Dr. Lynne Hartnett  

 

An independent study and reports on selected topics.  

Permission of the instructor and approval of the graduate program director are required. 

 

http://www.mceas.org/index.shtml
https://www.shear.org/annual-meeting/

