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Background

Students participating in the EUSA London program need to apply for PBS TIER 4 STUDENT VISA before arriving in the UK. EUSA students cannot enter the UK as general visitors; a visa is required to participate in the program. 

To be obtain a visa you need to score 40 points on an eligibility test:

· 30 points from your EUSA acceptance letter (EUSA is your licensed sponsor)

· 10 points through proving you can support yourself while here (minimum £800 per month – please see “Notes Regarding Evidence of Funds” at the end of this document.)

Immigration can get confusing, so we have compiled information from various resources in the hopes of making the process a bit easier for you.  Additional information is available from the UK Border Agency’s website: www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk  and www.visainfoservices.com.

You will undertake a three-part application process.

1 – Online application

2 – Submit biometric data (fingerprints).  Once submitted, you have two weeks to send your complete application to the consulate. 

3 – Mail your passport and supporting documents to the consulate - Chicago, New York, or Los Angeles, as directed on the website. 
You can apply for your visa 90 days before arrival.  Do not delay in applying for your visa!  Previous students who waited too long to apply were unable to participate in the program.  We do not want this to happen to you!

Instructions

Please follow these instructions to complete your application. 

Part One – Online Application

a) To apply, go to: http://www.visa4uk.fco.gov.uk/ and follow the links to apply for a visa.  

b) Make sure you have the following information available before beginning the application:

a. Passport 

b. Your program dates

c. Credit card to pay for the visa. The cost for the application is £145 (which will be converted into dollars based on current exchange rates - $210 at the time of writing), plus a postage fee. You will pay in dollars.

Guidance Notes

These notes are intended to help you with some standard responses to complete questions that may not be self-explanatory. When completing the application, make sure to READ CAREFULLY!  If you do not have all information to hand you can save your application along the way and return to it.

“Your Visa Requirements” Section

You may want to select your home state in order to have your materials mailed to your permanent address instead of your school address.

Your purpose of application is PBS TIER 4 STUDENT VISA.

The type of application is Tier 4 (General) Student.

Sections 1-6 – personal information you will need to complete.  You will answer 50-70 questions.

Finalize Your Application
You will be submitting your application by mail.

Once you have answered all the questions, make sure to review the application, provide an electronic signature, book your biometric appointment, and pay online if applicable. 
Part Two – Submit Biometric Data

As mentioned above, you will make an appointment to submit your biometric data (fingerprints) in person at an Application Support Center, and will need to do so as soon as possible.
Part Three – Mail passport to the consulate to get your visa

Once you have submitted your biometric data, you have two weeks to submit your complete application to the consulate as specified at the end of the online registration and in a confirmation email. 

Submit the documents requested, which include but may not be limited to:

· Passport (travel document)

· Letter of Acceptance/Enrollment from EUSA and/or your host university
· Official ranscript from Villanova University

· A printed copy of your online application

· Evidence of funding* (please see the attached notes for important information)
Failure to submit the correct documents may result in your application being denied, and you will need to re-apply and pay all fees again. 

If possible, submit all documents via UPS, DHL, or through another insured, expedited mail service.  
If you have any questions, please contact refer to the UKBA guidance notes. 

*Notes Regarding Evidence of Funds*     IMPORTANT! READ THIS!

Per the UK Border Agency’s Policy Guidance Notes for student visas (available at http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/, and something we encourage you to review), students need to prove that they have £800 per month.  Here are the guidelines from UKBA:

· You must show the following amount of money to meet basic living costs (not including fees): £800 per month if you are living in London.  

· If the length of your study includes a part of a month, we will round the time up to the next month. For example, if a course is seven months and two weeks, you must have enough money for eight months. 

· You must show that you have held the money for at least 28 days. The end of that 28-day period must not be more than one month before the date of your application. (NOTE: FOR APPLICATIONS MADE BEFORE JUNE 1: you will only need to show proof that you have the money needed on the day you apply.)
· If you are using overseas currency, we will expect you to show (write on the document) the closing balance in pounds sterling. We use the official exchange rate on the OANDA website, which can be found at: www.oanda.com/convert/classic. 
· You can prove you have the money if you have: 
· Cash in an account in your name (this includes joint accounts with your name)
· A loan in your name
· Your bank statements must show:
· Your name
· The account number
· The date of the statement
· The financial institution’s name and logo
· The amount of money available
· You can use bank statements that are printed on bank letterhead as long as they include all the information above.  You cannot use mini-statements from an ATM.
· You can use electronic bank statements from an online account if they include all the information above.  Each electronic bank statement should be stamped by the official stamp of the bank on every page of the statement.
· If you want to use a joint account as proof of your money, you must be named on the account along with one or more other person. 
If you have queries about the documents you must send or if your bank statement is suitable, we ask that you refer directly to the UKBA policy guidelines, where all of this information is drawn from: http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/.
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